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AIS President’s Patch JIM MORRIS, MISSOURI 


It should have been no surprise when the groundhog allegedly saw his shadow 
(one wag said he was shadow boxing) on February 2 and folklore thus said we were 
in for another six weeks of winter weather. Throughout much of the country, this has 
been a “normal” winter with very cold temperatures, ice and snow. It’s been the coldest 
here in ten years with subzero temperatures and almost continuous snow cover from 
December 27, 2013 to February 1, 2014 with more on the way. It should bode well 
for intense colors in our iris bloom season this spring. The Super Bowl fascination of 
a large part of the U.S. reduced my incoming e-mails to less than thirty per day (only 
seven!) for the first time since I became AIS president. That was a nice holiday for me. 
The day after the game it jumped back to twenty-seven. 

One of my friends wrote me that spring is just around the corner ... but where is 
that doggone corner? It will be here by the time you read this, and probably our west 
coast friends affected by the long drought will have seen reduced cultivar growth and bloom-perhaps the earliest 
on record as some crocus and daffodils were in bloom in early February. 

Many of us will return to Dallas for the “Deja Vu” iris convention in early April. Three-year clumps should be 
quite a sight if the weather cooperates for a week’s earlier visit because of the complete hotel bookings for the Dallas 
Cup soccer event. It seems that this is the oldest international youth tournament in the world with teams from over 
one hundred countries entered. David Beckham played in the event here in his youth. 

The iris catalogs started arriving in January and I drooled over the incredible introductions of our famous 
hybridizers. I lost sleep looking at hybridizer web sites as well. I started my “want” lists, placed early orders, and 
will supplement them after seeing iris shows, Missouri Botanical Garden plantings, and the displays in Dallas. 
Every year I threaten to cut back-Keith Keppel said the same thing, yet he has a catalog again instead of just a list- 
but it is hard to do. The incremental leap in iris cultivar beauty in the past ten years is overwhelming. You do have 
to grow the irises yourself to see how hardy they are and whether they will perform in your garden. 

When I teach judges’ training, I always say not to be fooled by just the pretty face, also check out the frame. 
That is a major reason for our garden judging-to see and evaluate the irises in the garden. 

I thank editor Kathleen Sonntag for publishing her first issue on time. I received it January 29! & 


Think spring! 


Photo of Jim taken at Villa de Castella, Italy by Jean Morris 
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KATHLEEN SONNTAG, CALIFORNIA, 


Editor's Message 


Is it spring where you are? In Dallas, some of the iris were blooming in time for the April Convention. It was a 
pleasure to finally meet so many AIS members, many of whom have been my correspondents 
for several months. Now I have faces to go with the names. Thank you all for a warm welcome 
to the AIS. 

You may notice that the current issue is dated Spring 2014 rather than referencing a month. کس‎ 
Since IRISES is a quarterly publication and some of the content is seasonal, this seems a logical 7 
choice. You can expect each issue to arrive at the end of the first month of each quarter. 

This spring issue has a little news from the April Convention. There is a plan to create the 
first new section in twenty-five years. Bonnie Nichols tells you about The Novelty Iris Society. Also, two irisarians 
share information about hybridizing iris. I have included some information about the Historic Iris Preservation 
Society’s (HIPS) data bank project and another article by Charlie Carver about preserving the smaller iris varieties. 
Photographers will find everthing you need to know about the 2014 AIS photography contest. Ken Walker shares 
some tips for photographing iris. The Virtual Iris Show provides another possibility for using your skill behind the 
lens to showcase your iris cultivating skills. Look for the three requests for irises and please send some if you can. Lots 
of other good reading about iris gardening awaits you. And, of course, pictures to inspire and (hopefully) delight. 

For myself, this has been an exciting spring. I have had some Pacific coast iris plants in my garden for four years 
or so. They send up some foliage, but no blooms. Why is that I wondered when I live on the Pacific coast and they 
bloom in the parks and everywhere else? So, I asked an expert. Last October I met Joe Ghio at the Region 14 meeting. 
Joe said, “Dig them up. Now. Put them in water until you see strong white roots. Then plant them and feed them a 
balanced fertilizer once a month.” Since I do not trust much to grow in my clay soil and I wasn’t sure where the plants 
would be happy (definitely not where they had been!), I put them in pots. One plant bloomed this year-proof below. 
Four blooms! It is amazing how much joy they provided. The other plants are still deciding whether they are happy 
in their new location. Thanks for the help, Joe. 

Look for all the April AIS convention reports and more in the Summer issue of /RISES. If you have iris experience 
and knowledge to share, consider submitting an article. If there is something you would like to read about, let me 


know. 
Kathleen Sonntag 
Editor 


A garden is a grand teacher. It teaches patience and careful watchfulness; it teaches industry and thrift; above all 
it teaches entire trust. ~ Gertrude Jekyll 


The iris (yudnwéi) is an important and popular 
Chinese flower. 


In Chinese culture, irises are given to repel evil spirits, 
especially on lunar May 5 when irises are hung over 
doors. Eating irises is said to prolong one’s life. 


I. Douglasiana, photo by Kathleen Sonntag 
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Bulletin Board 
Virtual Iris Show Deadline Update 


BY ROBERT PRIES 


Entries can be photographed from January until the 
end of July and submitted anytime during that period. I 
will begin assembling entries as they come in. On August 
1, when all the entries are in, I'll finish assembly and 
the show will be open for judging. The winners will be 
announced between August and September. The winners 
will be “exhibited” in the October/November edition of 
IRISES. 

Visit the image galleries on the Iris Encyclopedia for 
all the latest information about the show. 

If you would like to participate, please e-mail me 
and we will work out the best way for you to send your 
entries. & <robertpries@embarqmail.com.> 


Ed. Note: January/February 2014 IRISES, page 12, 
has Bob’s article abot the Virtual Iris Show. 


Changes to the Image Coordinator 
Request for Photos 


BY JANET SMITH, CALIFORNIA 


In 2012 the position of Image Coordinator was 
created to obtain photos from the hybridizers who 
register their new introductions with the Registrar/ 
Recorder. This way the AIS has an accurate identification 
of the named iris. The photos are shared with the AIS 
Library, the Iris Encyclopedia, the AIS Digital Programs 
and AIS members request them. The photographer 
always retains copyright and only gives permission for 
the AIS to use the photos. 

This year there is a change. Hybridizers may send only a 
single close-up photo and if/when it is available, a clump 
and garden photo. This makes submission easier since 
most hybridizers don’t have time to take all three photos 
and submit them. 

If you have not done so, kindly send me your latest 
introductions and those from the last few years at 
<AISImage@irises.org> or mail a CD to the address 
below. Please call if you have any questions. $ 


Janet Smith 

AIS Image/Photo Coordinator 
P O Box 1585 

Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585 
559-683-0447 


Your Chance to Speak Out 


BY JODY NOLIN 


A couple years ago, we conducted a survey of 
all the affiliates. The response we got was great. We 
learned a lot about our clubs’ strengths and needs. This 
valuable information helped guide the policy decisions 
of the Board of Directors. 

This year we are doing another survey with a wider 
audience. We would like to know if your club’s needs 
and strengths have changed, if your club has used 
some AIS provided features, if you have access to the 
AIS electronic services, and what the AIS can do for 
your club. There are also opportunities to share your 
opinions. 

The survey is completely anonymous, but we would 
like to know your region and affiliate. Type the link into 
your browser to access the survey. 

http://bit.ly/IkHdMn5 

There are only a few questions, so it won’t take long 
(five minutes - longer if you have a lot of ideas to share). 
This is your chance to guide the future of the AIS. 


Wanted: Historical Information 

Some of the most interesting information I’ve seen 
from the affiliate presidents has been the history of their 
clubs. Does your club have an official historian? Do 
you have an interesting account of your club’s beginning 
or an historical event to share? Please send your stories 
to me so we can start a regular section in IRISES about 
our regional societies. <jody.nolin@gmail.com> 


Thanks, and have a great spring! & 


Ed. note: In 2020 the American Iris Society will 
celebrate its 100th anniversary. Let's start collecting 
stories about the founding of our affiliates and how 
members of your group have participated in the history 
of iris culture and the AIS. 


Connect with us! 


Subscribe to News and Notes 
f Join the AIS crowd on Facebook! 
editor@irises.org 
ں-‎ Visit our website www.irises.org 


G Don't forget the blog! 
http://theamericanirissociety.blogspot.com/ 


In Memoriam 


On behalf of The American Iris Society, 
we extend our condolences and respects to 
the families and friends of these deceased iris 
lovers. 


Herman Ulrich Westminster, CA 

Melvin Rogers Harttord City, IN 

Darrell and Rae Tweedy Dodge City, KS 

Jack Moll Hutchinson KS 

Lavon Hollingsworth Maryville MO 

Margaret Soderberg Spokane WA 

Peter Desantis Reseda CA 

Irvin Pocklington Springfield IL 

Lee Schroeder San Marcos TX Iris Winogradowii, photo from the SIGNA website 

Dr George Rodionenko St. Petersburg Dr. Rodionenko, who died in April 2014 at the age of 101, 
Russia was instrumental in preserving this endangered iris that 

Roana Rumbaugh Indianapolis IN grew only on a hillside in the Caucasus Mountains. 

Diane Lukesh Boise ID 


“...the report of my death was an exaggeration.” From a letter by Mark Twain. In St. Louis County where 
I live, a resident filed suit in February against Heartland Bank for declaring her dead, and Equifax for passing it 
along affecting her credit rating. Kimberly Haman is not dead and would like everyone to know it. Likewise, 
AIS member Carol Burch of Elora, Tennessee who is now living in her deceased father Jimmy Burch’s home 
in Huntsville, Alabama, is very much alive although her name appeared in the Jn Memoriam listing in the 
October/November 2013 issue of /RISES. 

In this issue, Robert Annand, Elaine Hulbert and belatedly, Emma Hobbs. (See page 18.) When members 
pass away in a nursing home, we sometimes are not informed until much later when an issue of [RISES is 
returned to the membership secretary. «& 

Jim Morris, Obituaries Editor 


AIS Insurance 
BY MICHELLE SNYDER, INSURANCE CHAIR 


Below are instructions for obtaining Certificates of Insurance when required by the venue where an event 
is being held. Please be aware I DO NOT obtain the certificates of insurance for the local clubs, etc. It is the 
responsibility of the club, etc. hosting the event to obtain the necessary Certificate of Insurance. 

To obtain a Certificate of Insurance go the www.irises.org. Click on the Member Services link and then click 
on AIS Insurance and you will be taken to the page that has the instructions for obtaining the necessary Certificate. 
The form can either be downloaded and faxed to the number shown or it can be completed electronically and sent 
via email. 

There is a statement that says “Is Certificate Holder requested to be named as an additional insured?” If you 
only need to show proof of insurance, circle No. If the venue needs to be named as an additional insured, circle Yes. 

As always, if there are any problems associated with obtaining the needed Certificate, or if you have any 
questions in general regarding insurance, please contact me at either 928-282-5867, or <sammygiz@aol.com>. 
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Boutique Vendors Invited 
BY ANN BOOTH 


The Greater Portland Iris Society is hosting the 2015 
National Convention in Portland Oregon on May 18- 
23. The convention headquarters will be the Red Lion 
Hotel on the River at Jantzen Beach. It will draw visitors 
from virtually all fifty states as well as various foreign 
countries. In the past we have had visitors from Canada, 
Russia, Australia, Japan, England, Germany. 

Visitors will be looking for various items to purchase 
and take back home as gifts or for their own use. The 
convention will feature a boutique offering vendors the 
opportunity to display and sell their items. There is no 
charge for the table and once your table is set up, you 
need not be present during the convention. We will 
handle the sales and twenty percent of all sales will be 
donated to Region 13. 

Deadline for applications is September 30, 2014. 
Please contact me at annbooth_hr@hotmail.com for 
more information or to request a Boutique Application. 
I can also be reached at 425-743-3066 (home) or 425- 
244-1354 (cell). 
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Omissions and Errata 


Here are the omissions and errors that were 
brought to my attention. I will continue to strive 
for all the perfection that is humanly possible. 
There is almost always something that gets 
overlooked in the effort to get the file to the 
printer on time. 

Keith Kepple’s beautiful iris featured on 
page 39 (‘Haunted Heart’ 2010) was new to the 
Tall Bearded Iris Symposium List in 2013. 

Some photo credits were missing. The photo 
of ‘Juan Valdez’ on the back cover was taken 
by Jim Morris. Jean Morris took the photo of 
Clarence Mahan on page 5 and of AIS President, 
Jim Morris, that is on page 6 of the previous 
issue. Jim was kind enough to ask if he missed 
the credits. It was the editor who forgot to 
include them. 

On page 13 of the January/February 2014 
issue, the author’s name is incorrect. It should 
be Jody Nolin, not Judy Nolan. The electronic 
version is corrected. The error was not found 
until after /RISES was printed. The editor 
appreciates Jody’s sense of humor and gracious 
attitude about the error. 

A sharp-eyed reader noticed that Volume 94, 
No. 3 should be issue 370 instead of 367. This 
typo affects Volume 94, No. 4 (issue 371) and the 
January/February 2014 issue (Volume 95, No.1 
issue 371). The Spring 2014 issue (Volume 95, 
No. 2) is correctly numbered 372. 


‘San Francisco’ (Mohr-Mitchell 1927) photo by 
MUnser on HIPS website. 

This was the first winner of the Dykes Medal in 
1927. The consensus in the 1920s was that “this 
is the best plicata.” 


Youth Views 


Every year it is my pleasure to recognize some 
outstanding youth members of the American Iris 
Society at the annual AIS National Convention when I 
announce the winner of the Clarke Cosgrove Memorial 
Award for Youth Achievement and the winners of the 
Ackerman Essay Contest. Rumor has it this year that at 
least two youth members will be in attendance at this 
year’s convention! Our host, Region 17, has many active 
youth members such as Faith Donnell. I met Faith at last 
year’s convention and I noticed that she had won Best 
in Show in the Youth Division’s Exhibitions report in 
the latest issue of IRISES. It is always fun to meet youth 
members that I may only have known as a name from 
their entries in one of our youth contests, and to watch 
them grow up. 

Colin Campbell of Region 4 has been named 
the Clarke Cosgrove Memorial Award for Youth 
Achievement winner. Unfortunately, he will be unable 
to attend the National Convention; he will be presented 
his award at his Regional Spring Meeting. First runner- 
up is Sarah Green of Region 21. Second runner-up is 
Faith Winzer of Region 18. 

Do you know a young person who would 
benefit from becoming part of our iris world? Youth 
membership is only $5. Sponsoring a young person is 
the best investment you can make! My grandmother got 
me started growing irises when I was twelve years old... 
little did she know just what would “grow” from her 
mentoring! When you help a young person get infected 
with the “iris virus,” you will enjoy hours of pleasure for 
years to come! 

Regions 14 and 18 have been exploding with new 
youth memberships in the Classroom Iris Program 
(CIP). Actually, only one of the new groups is a 
“classroom;” the other groups are an after school 
program and a troop of American Heritage Girls that 
were recruited by an older group of American Heritage 
Girls. These two regions have more than 100 children 
involved in our youth program. Many of the activities 
they are working on are part of our new Youth Patch 
program requirements. One group of AH Girls made 
centerpieces for the dining room tables of a senior citizen 
center. The after school program planted a large garden 
at the school that included irises and other flowers and 
vegetables. Photos are of the Region 14 youth group and 
the iris they exhibited last year. & 


BY CHERYL DEATON, CALIFORNIA 


Photos 
Top: SRIS youth resting after planting 
iris in their school garden 


Below: flower exhibited by SRIS youth in the 2013 Santa 
Rosa Iris Society Show (‘Ceasar’s Brother’ Morgan, FC, 1932 ) 


photos by C Leonard 


Ed. note: Did you see the article about Colin 
Campbell, Region 4 youth member and owner of 
Iris Hills Farm, in the Reblooming Iris Recorder, 
Spring 2014 issue? He wrote the winning essay for 
the Ackerman Award in 2012. Prepare to feel like an 
underachiever if you read it. 
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The American Iris Society invites you to participate in 
our annual Photo Contest. This contest is free and 
open to everyone, with the exception of contest 
Judges and the contest coordinator who are not 
eligible to enter. The winning photo of each category 
will be published in the AIS January Bulletin and on 
the AIS web site. Prior year's winners and honorable 
mentions can be viewed on the AIS web site at 
www.irises.org. The 2014 winner of each category 
will receive a 2014 introduction (within USA only). 
The winner of each category will also receive a single 
annual membership, or single e-membership or 
annual membership extension to AIS. Winners who 
are AIS life members will receive an e-membership 
or annual membership in an AIS Section of their 
choice. Runners-up of each category will receive a 
2012 or 2013 introduction (within the USA only). 


How to Enter: 

Fill out the entry form designating in which category 
you are entering your "digital photos. No prints 
please. Then e-mail or send a CD of your digital high 
resolution photos to the AIS Photo Contest 
Coordinator, at the address indicated. You may 
submit up to five (5) photos total for this contest. The 
deadline for submissions to the 2014 Photo Contest 
is no later than midnight June 30, 2014. (NOTE: Any 
photo submitted that was a winner in a previous year will automatically 
be disqualified.) 


There must be irises in the photo and irises in the 
photos should be of the genus Iris. Entries will be 
judged in the following six (6) categories: 


1. Irises in a landscaped garden. 

2. Irises in a field or home garden. 

3. Events, tours, a person or people (at iris location). 
4. Close up of an iris or irises. 

5. Iris photos- art effects, macro of bloom segments. 
6. Photos of pets, wildlife or garden art with the irises. 


*** Any photos taken by a youth photographer (under 19) 
in any of the six (6) categories will be judged separately 
from the adult entrants. 


“High Resolution” digital photos are required (i.e. no 
smaller than 1600x1000 in size). NO PRINTS. (If 
you only have prints take them to a store to have 
them digitized in "High Resolution" files to a CD and 
mail said CD.) E-mailed digital photos should be sent 
as a “HIGH RESOLUTION” file no smaller than 


1600x1000. You must title each image file to match 


the entry form and category given. Include name of 
the variety or person in each photo on the entry form 


and photo file name, if known. 


A panel of three judges will judge the photos received 
and their decisions will be final. 


Where to send: 
The American lris Society Photo Contest, 
c/o Janet Smith, P O Box 1585, Coarsegold, CA 
93614-1585 


Digital: E-mail photos & entry form to: 
AlSPhotoContest@irises.org 


Entry Form: 


Please designate Category #, photo caption 
name(s) and name of persons in photos, if any, to 
match name on file or photo. 


#1 
#2 
#3 
#4 
#5 


*** If this is a youth entry, please tell us your age: 


I am the person who took the photograph(s) enclosed, and | have 
not assigned any of my rights associated with these photographs 
to any third party. By entering the photo contest | am hereby 
authorizing The American Iris Society a royalty free, non- 
exclusive right to use winning photograph(s) and photograph(s) 
worthy of honorable mention in publications, in brochures, and 
calendars, on the Internet, and for other promotional uses. 
(Forms submitted by email do not require actual signature. By 
filling in the information in this form including the information 
below, either fully or partially, and submitting the form by email, 
you grant the American Iris Society the rights specified in the 
paragraph above). 


Check that you agree with the above statement. 


Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 


Email 


Phone ( ) 


Receipt of photos will be acknowledged by email. 


Send inquiries to AISPhotoContest@irises.org 


If e-mailing your files, attach your completed form 
with your entry. 


This form may be completed on-line. 


Important: When filling out this form online make sure 
you save it then attach that saved copy to your email. 
Otherwise, it will arrive as a blank copy. 


Bob Pries presents a 2013 Membership contest award to winner Don 


Rude, President of Region 4. Photo by Riley Probst 


p 


: 2013 Photo Contest 

ı Honorable Mention, 
Effects, 'French 
Lavender' by Mikey 
Lango, Santa Clara, CA 


AIS Membership Campaign 
BY ROBERT PRIES AND SUSAN GRIGG, CO-CHAIRS,AIS 
PUBLIC RELATIONS & MARKETING COMMITTEE 


2013 Membership Contest Winners Announced 


The AIS is growing! At the spring convention in 
Dallas weawarded 2 new iris introductions to Pat McNeal 
for bringing in 17 new members. The Fredricksburg 
Area Iris Society in Region 4 won $100 as the affiliate 
bringing in the most new members, 27. Region 14 was 
honored for showing the largest gain in members overall 
among the regions. 

You have an opportunity to win prizes and help the 
AIS grow. You or your group can win the new member 
contest this coming year. The contest period is from the 
convention to the month before the next convention. 
Submit the list of names of your new members to 
the Public Relations and Marketing Committee 
<AISpublicrelationsmktg@irises.org> by April 15, 2015. 
It is easier than ever to get those new members. You can 
point out the $25 voucher they will receive when joining. 
Many clubs throw in extra Irises for new members at 
their sales. Sales and shows are great opportunities to 
find new members. Sign them up then and there. You 
can find out all about this new marketing program on 
the AIS website www.irises.org in the News Section. 
For ideas on how to promote irises, AIS, and your local 
affiliate, you can check out the new A/S Marketing 
Handbook, available from any member of the PR and 
Marketing Committee. Do you put an information table 
at your shows and sales to explain the many benefits of 
AIS membership? 

We want to do a good job of keeping members also. 
We are providing more services to our members, such as 
the encyclopedia and monthly e-pub, News & Notes. 
The bulletin, IRISES, is a great value. We hope we can 
retain the members you bring us, but we need your help. 
Talk with new members and find out why they came to 
the AIS. Do they have talents that we could use in the 
organization, at the affiliate, regional or national level? 
Involving new members gives them a chance to become 
invested in our society. If we have more workers, the 
possibilities of accomplishments to benefit all of us are 
awesome. If you have ideas for ways the AIS can add 
value to membership, contact us at PR & Marketing. 
Together we can make the American Iris Society grow 
and thrive. & 
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Section Happenings 


BY GARY WHITE, AIS SECTION AND COOPERATING SOCIETY LIAISON, NEBRASKA 


Symposium ballots (or popularity polls) are 
appearing with some of the bulletins, journals, and 
newsletters of various iris societies. It’s an opportunity 
for you to voice your opinion for your favorite varieties 
in each class of irises. Keep track of those favorites as 
they bloom, make a few notes and fill out the ballots. 
The more participants there are, the more meaningful the 
results will be. And, its fun! 

Also of importance are reports from display gardens 
in several of the section publications. This is an easy way 
of finding out what performs well in particular areas, 
what catches the eye of the grower, what survives during 
weather hardships, and what might just be the perfect iris 
for that empty spot in your garden. You do have a couple 
empty spots in your garden don’t you? I usually don’t, 
but then that’s never stopped me from acquiring more 
irises every year! 

The spring issue of The Dwarf Iris Society 
Newsletter features an article by Charlie Carver of 
Orcas, Washington, titled “Small Is Beautiful,” the second 
installment of a four-part series. This is a well-written, 
interesting series, thus far at least. This second part of the 
series is especially important because Charlie discusses 
the losses of so many historic cultivars and gives his take 
and ideas on preservation efforts to perhaps slow the rate 
of loss, especially among Miniature Dwarf and Median 
irises. I have a large and expanding collection of historic 
irises, including several MDBs. After reading this article, 
I'm even more inspired to seek out more miniature dwarf 
irises for the collection. 

The fall issue of ROOTS, 
the journal of the Historic 
Iris Preservation Society, 
showcases an in-depth essay 
by Anner Whitehead about iris 
hybridizing and iris nurseries 
in the latter part of the 19th 
century. The article, “The 
Emergence Years: George 
C. Woolson, H. Meyers, and 
Divers American Bearded 
Irises, Iris Collectors, and 
Nurserymen of the Later 
Nineteenth Century,” is an important story that has not 
been told until now. This issue of ROOTS is the 25th 
anniversary issue and Anner’s article is the perfect way 
to launch the next 25 years of HIPS and its journal. 


ROOTS 


Journal of the 
Historic Iris Preservation Society 


Fall 2013 
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HIPS has a new webmaster, Christina Woodward 
from Forks, Arkansas. Christina will be upgrading the 
website while retaining many of the popular features put 
in place by Mike Unser. There will also be new features 
built into the website. HIPS also has a new Honoraries 
and Awards Chair Paul Gossett from Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Paul is the immediate past President of HIPS and one of 
last year’s recipients of the HIPS Distinguished Service 
Award. 

If you read the note above about the article titled 
“Small Is Beautiful” by Charlie Carver, but you don’t 
receive the Dwarf Iris Society Newsletter, don’t despair. 
This same four-part series is running simultaneously 
in The Medianite, The Median Iris Society bulletin. 
Redundant you say? Nope, just covering the appropriate 
bases. This series is at least as pertinent to the serious 
enthusiast of Median irises! Now I’m looking forward 
to Part 3 in the fall, and I will no doubt read it twice, 
once in each publication....driving home the message. 
Dave and Debra Miller know how to broaden the 
impact of a good article. 

Another series, in two parts by Tom Waters, 
explores “The Story of Arilbred Medians.” This is 
really the story behind the story. Though we may 
be familiar with the simple story that Arilbreds are 
the result of crosses between Aril irises and the more 
familiar bearded irises, the full story behind these great 
irises is much more complicated. Tom does a superb 
job of telling the story in a timeline manner, starting 
with Sir Michael Foster at the turn of the last century 
in Part 1, and coming forward to the present in Part 2, 
interweaving notes about hybridizers, species, breeding 
goals, and resultant cultivars. The two parts of this 
series are useful for both the Arilbred Median novice 
and the experienced collector or hybridizer. You really 
have no choice but to more fully appreciate Arilbred 
Medians after reading this series! 

The Spuria iris popularity poll results for 2013 were 
released in the Winter 2013 issue of Spuria News. ‘Zulu 
Chief’ (Jenkins 1992) topped the list. Also in this issue 
of Spuria News are names, descriptions and photos of 
the first 2014 Spuria introductions—8 introductions 
from 7 hybridizers. There are more irises vying for those 
phantom empty spots in my garden. Looks like more of 
the lawn will go the way the vegetable garden did several 


years ago! & 


“Iris Mecca” Future Section 


Tall Bearded Iris Society : 
Scoring Mackie Conventions 


May 22 & 23, 2014 


“Iris Mecca” 


Red Lion Hotel Tall Bearded iris Society Spring Meeting 
3301 Market NE Salem, OR - May 22-23, 2014 
Salem, OR 97301 
503-370-7888 or 800-248-6273 Society for Louisiana Irises 
www.redlion.com/salem 2015: Lafayette, LA 


2016: Shreveport, LA 
May 22 TBIS Board Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 


May 23 Bus tour (see below) “Another Day In The Garden” 
May 23 Live Iris Auction - 7:00 p.m. 2015 Siberian/Species Convention 


oh pel Portland, Oregon - May 24-25, 2015 
Friday, May 23 - The bus tour will visit four 


iris gardens in the Salem area: Schreiner’s, Spuria Iris Convention 2017 
Mid-Amer ica, Keith Keppel’s, and Kevin Hosted by the San Fernando Valley Iris Society 
Vaughn’s. Los Angeles, California - April/Early May 2017 


Registration form is on our website 
www.tbisonline.com. 


Questions? Contact Judy Nunn 
503-931-6872 <Nunnjk@comcast.net>. 


Society for Japanese Irises 
National Convention 


Hosted by 

The British Columbia Iris Society 
July 4-5, 2014 

Chair: Ted Baker 

250-6530-4430 <tedebaker41@gmail.com>. 


. . |. Henryi photo by Ken Walker 
A New Iris Society for Novelty See it "M photographing irises on page 20. 


Iris Fans 
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The AIS Encyclopedia, Still in its Adolescence 


The American Iris Society is still challenged to create 
the resources that today’s society expects. Each year 
those expectations grow and others try to replace the 
AIS as the prime iris resource. Much of the information 
out on the web has originated with the AIS without 
acknowledgement. The AIS has the potential to make 
even better information available. “Citizen Scientists” 
could enrich our knowledge base and provide a way for 
meaningful participation. 

Adolescence is that awkward age when we are not 
really mature but are expected to be. I would say the 
Encyclopedia has reached that stage. We started by 
creating pages for the iris cultivars so that people could 
add pictures. In our haste to get the pages up, they 
were often not carefully edited or formatted and all of 
the desirable data was not included. I would liken it to 
creating a first draft. Topics that did not help identify 
plants were given less attention than the cultivars’ pages. 
Of course, work still continues on the basic page for each 
cultivar/species. We do not know the actual number of 
cultivars! We say those pages are 93 per cent complete. 
We do not have pages for many superseded names or for 
some synonyms, and little effort was made to include 
names with no information attached. 

We have created new sections and new webs for 
understanding irises better: reblooming, novelty, and 
bulbous. There is a section called Gardens and, of course, 
The Virtual Iris Show. Because these sections are in their 
infancy, they have only begun to be developed. It makes 
me sad that the wiki is seldom complete and polished in 
even one area and that so many areas are seen in their 
formative stage; hopefully, this will inspire others to help 
in the evolution of making it better. 

The Encyclopedia today is used primarily to verify 
an Iris identity. On average 10,000 individuals make 
45,000 visits to the wiki each month. A marketing term, 
hits, is often used to measure website visits. The wiki is 
averaging 20,000,000 hits each year and that number has 
been growing. 

The mission of the AIS Encyclopedia is not only to 
create the ultimate iris information archive, but also to 
celebrate the creativity of its users. Here are some of the 
goals: 

1. Onceacultivar page is adequately populated with 
images, we would request that hybridizers choose an 
image that best represents their plant so that image could 
be featured in a larger size to the right of its description. 
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2. Links from a hybridizer’s name would link to 
their page with a biography and list of introductions. 
Links to the parents would allow exploration of the 
plant’s genealogy. 

3. Videos of related topics could be added: i.e., 
“How to Plant a TB Seed” or “How to Divide Spuria 
Iris.” 

4. Promotional slide shows, such as “A Tour of the 
Crested Irises,” could be added to elucidate topics. 

The AIS Encyclopedia can be an exciting place 
to create, to learn, and to interact. Thanks to all 
the wiki workers who have brought the wiki to its 
adolescence. 


Joe Ghio has been hybridizing iris since 
1954. That’s 60 years! 
Congratulations Joe. 


Joe’s 1975 Dykes Medal winning iris ‘Mystique’ 
photo by Janet Lauritzen 


The Novelty Iris Society 
Seeks Charter Members 


BY BONNIE J. NICHOLS 


We would like for you to join us as we charter 


Novelty Iris Society 
\ More and more hybridizers 4 
are introducing iris with ~~ 
unusual forms and color 
combinations. Are there E, 
enough irisarians interested 
in the “unusual” who would 
like to form the first new "4 
" section of the American Iris W 
Society in twenty-five years? 
The answer Was an 
overwhelming “YES” at the AIS 
National Convention in Dallas in April. 
As you can image, there is a lot of organizational | 
paperwork to be processed and filed. We would like to accomplish it een 
during this year and request that the AIS board consider making —— U A 
Dykes Medal 1997 
a the Novelty Iris Society 00ا‎ 0 Siae مو‎ nee 
the AIS at the 2015 convention in Oregon. ‘Space Lab’ TB (DSaxton 1983) 
If you are interested in becoming a Charter — 
2 Re : Aztec Prince AB (Tasco 2009) 
member of this new iris society, we would Ey 
love to have you join us. We have not set 
annual dues; however, if you would like 
to donate to the Novelty Iris Society 
to help offset organizational 


expenses, we would be very 
grateful. You may make 4 
your check payable to *The 
Novelty Iris Society." Please 
give us your name, address, 
telephone number and email 
address (1f available). Also, please 
tell us if you are interested in growing 
novelty iris (Space Age, Flatties, Variegated 

Foliage, Broken Color, etc.) and in helping us with future 

av articles and programs. This sectionwill include all varieties of 


eS © irises. 
Do I was very pleased to be appointed as the Acting Chair of the 
Novelty Iris Society r 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. & Oken C 0 l 
Bonnie J. Nichols Or 


bjnhtn@aol.com 


Irises whose flowers have odd forms 
such as horns, spoons, and flounces 
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Milestones 


Robert L. Annand 
(1924 — 2013) 

On December 14, 2013, Robert Annand, 89, of 

p 8 Forest Ranch, California (Region 14) 

Zi died from a heart attack outside in his‏ ا 
Î garden. Bob was born September 14,‏ 
Me 1924 in Santa Cruz, California where‏ 
he lived on a 1,000 acre ranch. Here‏ ® 
fa. he learned to garden, milk cows, ride‏ 
horses and enjoy nature. Here he‏ 
also was introduced to irises, and this‏ 
interest lasted during his entire life.‏ 

A U.S. Army Air Corps member in WWII, Bob 
served in England aboard a B-29 bomber as a spotter. 
In 1948 he and Irene Bronec of Montana were married 
after a two year correspondence. They celebrated their 
65th anniversary one month prior to his death. Bob 
and Irene raised three children: Mariann, Novarina, 
and Tom Annand, Patti Glass and Rob Marshall. They 
have three grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 
Rob has worked side by side with Bob growing irises 
and is determined to register the remainder of Bob’s 
introductions posthumously in his honor. 

After graduating with a BS in Biological Science 
from the College of Great Falls, Montana, Bob worked 
for the Department of Agriculture in California. In 1972, 
Bob and Irene opened Millwood Gardens Florist Shop 
in Susanville, California. In 1989 they retired and sold 
the florist shop to their daughter, Patti, and her husband, 
who still own the business. Bob was one of the founding 
members of the Leo T. Clark Iris Society in Chico, 
California. He and Irene attended over thirty-five AIS 
national conventions. 

Bob Annand hybridized and registered twenty- 
eight irises, introducing twenty-seven of them. This 
included seven arilbreds, three SDBs, one IB and one 
CA with the rest being TBs. His irises won eight HMs, 
seven AMs and one Mohr Medal. His 2,500 foot high 
altitude garden in the foothills of the northern Sierra 
Nevada mountains near the volcanic Mt. Lassen was 
in an area of Ponderosa pines and majestic redwoods 
bisected by a small stream. It was abundantly populated 
by daffodils and PCIs; arilbreds thrived there. Most 
of his hybridizing success came in that classification 
with ‘Kalifa’s Cape’, AB (OGB+), AM 2007; 'Kalifa's 
Fortune’, AB (OGB), AM 2006; ‘Kalifa’s Horn’, AB 
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(OGB-), AM 1999, William Mohr Medal 2001; ‘Kalifa’s 
Joy’, AB (RB+), AM 2010; ‘Persian Queen’, AB (OGB), 
AM 2011; and ‘Return To Aga’, AB (OGB-), AM 2006. 
One TB attained that status as ‘Kona Waves’, AM 2009. 
One that didn’t, yet was a smash hit as TB Seedling 89- 
7C (later named ‘Capitol Debut’ 2010), was displayed 
on the Oklahoma State Capitol grounds during the 2007 
national convention in Oklahoma City. It was pictured 
with the state capitol in the background in the July 2007 
AIS Bulletin. In 1996, the Annand garden was one of 
the guest gardens during the Sacramento AIS national 
convention. Tom Abrego wrote about the garden in the 
October 1996 AIS Bulletin. 

Bob Annand will be missed by many, but never 
forgotten. R.I.P., my friend, you changed my life in ways 
I could never express. & 

--- Anthony Peruzzi 


Emma (Olsen) Hobbs 
(1919 — 2011) 


My great friend Emma (Olsen) Hobbs, 91, of 
wm Noblesville, Indiana in Region 6, was 
E born September 7, 1919 and passed 
away July 6, 2011. Born and raised 
in the Chicago area and was proud 
of her Norwegian heritage. Emma 
. met her husband Bernard (Barney) 
i during WWII and they married after 
the war. Barney's TV job brought 
them to Indianapolis where they later bought their 
home outside Noblesville. Emma had always liked the 
outdoors and gardening so the ten acres their home sat 
on gave her plenty of room to garden. In the late 1950s 
she discovered Schreiner's Iris Gardens and ordered a 
few fifty-cent iris. When she got her order, she thought 
surely Schreiner's would go bankrupt because they gave 
out extras. She ended up buying all the 50-cent iris they 
had in their catalog. 

After discovering several iris groups in Indiana, 
she became very active in the Indiana Daylily and Iris 
Society, Master Gardeners and the Indiana Daffodil 
Society. She was also active in the Dwarf Iris Society of 
Northern Indiana, having her garden open for tours in 
the ‘70s. 

Emma hybridized making odd crosses that she knew 
would be mostly impossible. She once told me that she 


let Mother Nature make most selections for her so she 
didn’t have to. She registered eight irises and introduced 
seven; five SDBs and two ABs, one a regalia hybrid 
*Koviar' 1971, HM 1973, and the other an OGB halfbred 
‘Stol-Bee’ 1974, HM 1977. Three of the SDBs: ‘Brink 
O’ Pink’ 1976, HM 1978; ‘Split Decision’ 1989 (her last 
introduction), HM 1992; and, ‘Spring Butterfly’ 1978, 
HM 1980 were popular. When Emma had to move to a 
senior home she still had a few seedlings in the garden. 

In 1985 Emma was chairman of the Indianapolis 
AIS national convention and had her garden on tour. We 
will always remember the sense of humor displayed by 
Emma and Barney with the eight foot “iris sculpture” 
made out of bed pans and painted iris purple. Jayne 
Ritchie wrote about their garden in the October 1985 
AIS Bulletin. This gardener’s delight featured species 
and medians as much as the inevitable TBs. She was 
elected to the AIS board of directors 1987-1991 and was 
Exhibition Chairman. (photo from 1987 Bulletin) When 
Barney passed away in her second term, she resigned 
because she didn’t think she could do the job without 
his help in taking all the packages to the post office as she 
did not like to drive. 

Emma remained active in the local iris societies and 
even attended some meetings in Tennessee with friends 
until she was no longer able to live alone. She is survived 
by several nieces and a nephew. 


--- Lynda Miller 


Elaine Perry Hulbert 
(1924 — 2013) 


My mother, Elaine Perry Hulbert, 
/ 88, of Floyd, Virginia in Region 4, was 
3 born October 8, 1924 in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. She passed away July 15, 
! 2013. As a child, she skipped grades 
| three and five and entered Macalester 
* College in St. Paul at age 15. After 
receiving her masters degree in English 
from the University of Minnesota, she remained to 
teach literature to students only slightly younger than 
she. Elaine recalled that at the end of her first year of 
teaching, her scholars! parting gift was a pair of bobby 
socks. 
One of her best students was Dan Hulbert, a Navy 
veteran studying on the GI bill. They married, and Elaine 


retired from teaching to raise son, Daniel, and daughter 
Catherine. The family moved to Connecticut in 1962 
where Dan Hulbert pursued a career in advertising. 

Elaine said she had no interest in growing anything- 
vegetables, flowers, or herbs-until she was in her forties. 
When she discovered how well irises bloomed in the 
otherwise unyielding bog in front of her home, she 
went...well, what is a flattering way to say bonkers? 
She taught herself the Latin names for hundreds of wild 
and cultivated plants and acquired countless books 
on flowers, including several printed in Chinese and 
Japanese without a word of English. She once returned 
from a trip to England with pods snatched from a public 
garden secreted in her boots. Irises were by no means 
the only flowers she favored. The tinier they grew, the 
better. Whenever she walked through a field or forest, 
she scanned the ground for little jewels. 

In 1982, she and Dan retired to Floyd, Virginia, 
the Blue Ridge area of southwestern Virginia. She was 
active in SIGNA, serving as president 1984-1988. Her 
president’s columns were entitled Chairman’s Message 
and were a refreshing read. In introducing herself she 
said, “I’m afraid I dozed through first year botany, and I 
didn’t own a trowel ‘til I was thirty. But once acquainted 
with the genus Iris I became mad for irises and have 
grown every kind I could get hold of. I am still not much 
of a gardener. I recognized early on that I was more a 
collector and student than a grower of beautiful things.” 
She worked to promote species iris in the eastern half 
of the continent. She saw SIGN A's scanty representation 
in the east at that time as an immediate challenge. She 
encouraged members to write for SIGNA stating, “There 
are two sides to science, the ambition to be right and 
admission that we will often be wrong." In February 
1987 she wrote, *And let us remember that there is no 
reason why an iris can't be immortal, so long as the chain 
of its caretakers is never broken." Elaine only registered 
three irises and introduced two: ‘Sakako’(1990, JI) and 
‘Native Wine' (2003, SPEC virginica). 

Elaine's final illness was brief. As an aide helped me 
adjust her in bed for comfort, she thanked us, speaking 
her last word, “Beautiful.” & 

P.S. Members can honor her memory by accosting a 
stranger and saying, “Let me tell you why I love irises!” 

--- Kitty (Catherine) Hulbert Pham from the SIGNA 
Newsletter, Winter 2013. 

photo by Dan Hulbert 
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Photo اف‎ ve 


Ordinary close-up photos of iris and other flowers 
show part of the bloom in focus and other parts blurred. 
This can be used for artistic affect; for example, you may 
want an iris signal or beard to be the main subject of a 
photograph while the rest of the bloom is downplayed. 
However, other times it is very nice to have the full 
flower in focus. Many cameras allow you manually 
to “stop down” the aperture to increase the picture’s 
depth of field, bringing more of the flower in focus, 
but that technique is limited by the physics of the lens, 
particularly for close-up photos. 

The technique of focus stacking solves this problem. 
It lets you combine a series of photos, each taken with 
a different focus distance. For each area of the picture, 
a computer program finds the photo with the best 
focus and pastes the in-focus fragments taken from 
different photos into a complete in-focus picture. There 
are a number of software packages that perform focus 
stacking. I use Helicon Focus to analyze and combine 
the photos. I also use the companion program, Helicon 
Remote, to control the camera and automate the picture 
taking. 

It’s important that the subject of the picture does not 
move while the multiple photos are taken, so it is best to 
bring the iris flower inside. I like to use broad-spectrum 
daylight-balanced lights. In the following photo, both 
the studio light on the left and the desk lamp on the right 
produce this quality of light. 


My camera is a Canon 5D Mark III with a 100 mm 
macro lens attached and a USB cable to my computer. 
Other combinations of equipment will work. Make 
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mplete Focus 


BY KEN WALKER 


sure your camera is set to the right white balance for 
the lights. If you don’t have software to automatically 
control your camera, you can take the series of photos 
manually. If you plan to shoot small iris like I. henryi 
or I. gracilipes, you'll certainly want a macro lens. The 
flower in this photo is ‘Pixie Won’ (Jill Copeland, 1997) 
a Pseudata. (Figure 1) 

I make three setting on my equipment: 

e The camera’s white balance is daylight. 

e The camera’s mode dial is setto manual so Helicon 
Remote can control most camera settings. 

e The lens’ focus switch is set to autofocus so 
Helicon Remote can control the focus through 
the camera. 

With the camera turned on, the equipment settings 
established, and the lens cap off, we're ready to use 
Helicon Remote. 

The exposure controls are in the upper right panel. 
The quality is set to the best JPEG format, and the ISO 
level is set to the lowest value to produce the cleanest 
image. Aperture is not too critical, but most lenses 
produce sharp images at F8, so I use that. I adjust the 
shutter speed (Time) so the preview image looks nicely 
exposed, not too dark and not too light. In this case, 1/13 
second looks good. (Figure 2) 

The next step sets the range of focus. These controls 
are near the center of the right column and look a bit like 
DVD controls. I zoom the preview to the tip of the front 
fall using a right-click menu, adjust the focus with the 
“DVD?” controls, and press the “A” button to lock it as 
the front focus. (Figure 3) 

The setup is now complete and Helicon Remote 
computes that it should take 25 photos between the 
nearest and farthest focus. I make sure that neither the 
flower nor the camera is shaking and press the “start 
shooting” button. When the Helicon Remote is done 
taking pictures it asks if I want to run Helicon Focus 
and automatically transfers the photos to it. I check mark 
all the file names in the source panel on the upper right, 
and press “Run”; I then find something to do for a few 
minutes while the program does the hard work. 

When it is done, it shows the finished image at the 
bottom.(Figure 4) I select the auto-generated name in the 
output panel in the lower right and save the file where I 
want, under a name that makes sense to me. «& 


Figure 1 
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Figure 3 


Ken bought his first collection of iris around 1980 and 
planted them on his parent’s farm in Vermont; some are 
still growing next to his father’s home. In 1994 he bought 
a house with a yard and started filling it with increasingly 
more “interesting” iris. When he started exploring Aril 
iris in the late 90’s, he found there were not enough photos 
of cultivars on the internet and decided to work on the 


problem. In 1999, he bought his first digital camera and 


: started taking iris photos to share. The two hobbies have 
gone hand-in-hand ever since. Ken regularly posts photos 


to the iris-species Group on Yahoo. — Rodney Barton, 
Editor 


Reprinted from SIGNA the bulletin of the Species‏ کین 


Iris Group of America, No. 89, Winter 2013. 
All photos by Ken Walker 
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Upgrade your 
membership and get a 
$25.00 voucher! 


The Voucher Program is here for any new 
member of AIS, any new e-member, or for any 
current member who upgrades their membership 
as in upgrading from a single membership to a 
triennial or dual, or an e-member who upgrades to 
multiple years ot e-membership. 

Fach new or upgraded member will receive a 
voucher in the mail from Membership Secretary 
Tom Gormley. Included with the voucher will be 
a listing of participating nurseries that accept the 
voucher with an order for irises. The listing will 
show what value each nursery places on the voucher 
and the minimum order each nursery requires. The 
list will also appear on the AIS website www.irises. 
org. 

When you mail your order to one of the 
participating nurseries, you will include your 
voucher with the order. If you order online, you 
will include the number listed on your voucher. 
Your voucher can only be used once and with one 
nursery of your choice. 

The voucher value does not count toward a 
minimum purchase amount. Most vendors do not 
treat this as a discount off the order, but rather will 
provide you with a plant of their choice at the value 
listed for the voucher. You will pay the shipping 
charge on your order as usual. 

The voucher does not have an expiration date. 
If you join AIS or upgrade your membership late 
in the year, you may use the voucher the next 
season. 


If you have any questions about this program 
please contact: 

Susan Grigg, Public Relations and Marketing 
Committee <irismom@nc.rr.com> or 

Tom Gormley, Membership Secretary 

<AISMemsec@irises.org>. 
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QUISIANA 


AIRIS 


GARDENS 


Quality Louisiana Iris Rhizomes 
Grown in Upstate New York 


EA 


Featuring New Introductions By 
Joe Musacchia and Patrick O'Connor 


BITTY BOO 
Musacchia, J. 2014 
$35.00 


EVERYTHING 
THAT RISES 
O'Connor, P. 2014 
$35.00 


ALMOST 
FORGOTTEN 
Musacchia, J. 2014 
$35.00 


Tully, New York 
315.440.8182 


LouisianalrisGardens& gmail.com 
LouisianalrisGardens.com 


Orchids of Ozark 


by Steve Poole 


DELPHINIUM SKY [Poole, 2014) TB 38" M. 
A unique and perhapsnew color of blue iris 
inherited from its pod parent Poole sdlg.#CC-1-6. 
A delphinium blue self with 2-3 branches 
[sometimes 4) and 10-12 buds. There is no color 
4 match in the Royal Horticultural Society color 

, ae 7 TN charts. Vigorous and fragrant. Sdlg. #KK-8-1 
Vn .ا تھا ائھ‎ (Poole #CC-1-6 x Silverado) 
NET $45.00 


INDEESCENT EXPOSURE (Poole, 2014) TB 36" 
M-L. A wisteria orchid self becoming darker 
toward the edges of the standards and falls. 
Glowing yellow in the heart of the flower. Beard 
cadmium orange. Falls washed lightly in areas 
with yellow-gold. Heavily fringed standards and 
falls. Stalks have 2-3 branches with 8-10 buds. 
Very impressive from a distance as a garden 
clump. Interesting fragrance. Sdlg. #HH-10-8 
(Poole #S-1-2 x Happenstance) 

NET $45.00 


AVAILABLE FROM: 


ROCKYTOP GARDENS ABBY'S FIRE (Poole, 2012) TB 40" M-L. 
rockytop gardens.com Sib to Georgia's Dream and Kaelin's Lipstick. Dusty 
P.O. Box 41 peach pink self. Frilled style arms same, edged 

: ellow-pink. Beard is bright tangerine pink. Frilled 
Eagleville, TN 37060 Wi SIG ruffling on falle Modified "S" curved 
Phone: (6 1 5) 274-6426 bloom stalk with 7-10 buds. Light sweet fragrance. 
Fax: (6 1 5) 274-6634 Sdlg. #GG-2-1 [Poole #S-1-1 x Happenstance} 

NET $15.00 
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men. Garden, LLC 


2014 Introductions 
from Thomas Johnson & Paul Black 


For more information go to: 
.mid-americagarden.com 


GILDED GIRL, TWO PART HARMONY, TB 


Abbey Gardens 


MEANSHARON, 2014 Introductions 


Nancy Price 
32009 S. Ona Way 
Molalla, OR 97036 
flags@molalla.net 
www.abbeygardens.name 
503-829-2928 


$45 each plus 
$5 postage 


ITTLE DEW, TB REMEMBER THE VEE, TB 
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ROOSTER LEMON RIPPLE HECTOR DUHON 


Ron Betzer Linda Mann Dorman Haymon 
$35 $50 $35 


IRIS CITY GARDENS - 2014 INTRODUCTIONS 


www.iriscitygardens.com - 800-934-IRIS (4747) - email@iriscitygardens.com 
7675 Younger Creek Rd, Primm Springs, TN 38476 
Printed catalog available as a download from the website 


NG 


GARDENS À ۱ a 
GO LIGHTLY PO Box 19 1 r 
(D. MILLER) $50.00 Boulder, CO 80306-0019 SUBTLE SUGGESTION 
303-442-2353 fax 303-413-1323 (D. MILLER) $45.00 


LEAH BETH LIDDLE ELF 


J. HALL) $40.00 (D. MILLER) SDB $17.50 REALM OF MYSTERY 
(D. MILLER) $40.00 


View these and other offerings at: www .longsgardens.com 
Shipping Charge $9.50 Orders over $50.00 deduct 10% Phone, fax, mail orders; Visa, MC, Discover 
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` Aitkenis Salmon Creek Garden 


608 NW 119th St., Vancouver WA 98685 
È (360)573-4472 aitken@flowerfantasy.net 
pi www.flowerfantasy.net 
See Catalog or Website for many 
more introductions and pictures 
Add $9.00 shipping when ordering from this ad 


TB - CARDINAL EXPRESSION 
(T. Aitken ‘14) $50.00 


TB - KAIBAB - (M. Smith '14) 
(Rebloom) $50.00 


o8) 


BB - BOUYANT SPIRIT " , 
(T. Aitken '14) $35.00 SDB - FAIRY FIREWORKS 


(T. Aitken '14) (Sequential bloom) $18.00 


أ 


SDB - CHOCOLATE TREAT 
(T. Aitken ’14) $18.00 


MTB - CHEERFUL LASS 
(K. Fisher آ0‎ IB - ۸ CATALOG $4.00 


(M. Smith 14) 0 


ES ; 
| نے‎ | 5 t f 
۱ ۶ <A 
- 0 Q - © 3 | j 
Double Dare BB RE Courtney Rucker IB 
Zurbrigg TB Re Sdlg. #57 (Tennison Ridge x Matrix) x Silk Brocade x Chantilly Dancer 
(Chuckles x (Northward Ho x Rock Star))) X Double Vision AIS Exhibition Certificate 
2 AIS Exhibition Certificates $25 each 
$35 each 


Preserving the Zurbrigg Rebloom Legacy B, T 


Mike Lockatell | cmarti8855@verizon.net | 500 Pantela Drive North Chesterfield, VA 232351 804-330-2916 | rootsandblooms.us Heirloom perennials for today’s garden 


INTRODUCTIONS FROM DAVE NISWONGER 


BIG PINEY RIVER (Niswonger ‘14) Spuria, Sp3-10: I. klattii X Missouri Rainbows. 
34 inches (86 cm) tall, Mid. Another goal of Spuria hybridizers is to create cultivars 
with summer-green foliage. This is an addition to this group. But not only this but 
a vigorous grower of beautiful blue coloration with a yellow signal accent. Fertility 
has not been tested at this point. |. klattii has 44 chromosomes and Missouri 
Rainbows, probably with 40 chromosomes, would give this 42 chromosomes, so 
COU AA REGII [Oe Kod ecce ob nM Ries cont s helm m eb e leen $35.00 


JACK'S FORK RIVER (Niswonger *14) Spuria, Sp5-12: Castor River X Unknown, 
34 inches (86 cm) tall, Mid. to late season. Another addition to the summer-green 
group of spurias. Generally, you don't expect a dark blue to show up from a 
distance, that is usually the colors of yellow like Lemon Shortcake, but a clump 
of this really got my attention last spring. It has a gold signal but the color is so 
outstanding. Castor River has l. notha as a parent and this species is the prettiest 
blue | have ever seen. So, if this would happen to be a self, it’s obvious where the 
blue is coming from. Its fertility hasn’t been tested but no chance pollinated seed 
pods were seen when the clump was transplanted ................................. $ 40.00 


email: capeiris@aol.com 
Make checks payable to: Dave Niswonger 
822 Rodney Vista Blvd., Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
Phone: (573) 334-3383 Shipping and Handling $9.00 


WINTERBERRY GARDENS INTRODUCTIONS FOR 2014 
1225 Reynolds Rd., Cross Junction, VA 22625 e-mail <vspoon@aol.com> 540-888-4447 
For full descriptions visit our website <www.winterberryirises.com> or see our catalog ($5) 


٦ Pi b 
ay <i 7 
” " ™ : A 
ASHLEE NOEL (D. Spoon) $50 BOUNCING BLUE (D. SENE $50 RE 


/ پخ‎ ee 


PROCRASTINATOR (D. Spoon) $50 RAINBOW CANYON (Ginny Spoon) $50 "RED HOT MOMMA (D. Spoon) $50 


Le 


RUTH HOLBROOK (D. Spoon) $50 TINA'S GIFT (Bryan sums $50 


AH-GIRLS (J. Morris) $20 


Pd‏ نک 
MORGAN (D. Spoon) $20 SDB RE PRINCESS PELE (D. Spoon) $15 MDB RE STORM COMPASS (Chancellor) $15 MDB RE STACEY'S BLUE (D. Spoon) $20 SDB‏ 


Napa Country Iris Garden 
2014 


TB Introductions 


1 je ^ 
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2014 Intros are $50 each. 
All 4 for $140 
(Ca residents add 8 % tax) 
Shipping $10.00 


The online catalog at 
www. Napalris.com has hundreds 
of photos. Easy ordering on the 
website or print the online order. 


John & Lesley Painter 
9087 Steele Canyon Rd 
Napa, Ca. 94558 
707-255-7880 irises@Napalris.com 


Bee Bopp Baby 
(Walker’14) SDB 


Hip Hop Queen $15.00 


(Walker’14) SDB 
$15.00 


EUREKA TITAN‏ : لے 
RICK ERNST EVENING SUNSET (Walker'14) Spuria‏ 


(Ernst'14) TB $50.00 (Ernst'14) TB $50.00 $50.00 


H 


مہ ریچ ٭ 
ا چم 
p‏ 
Catalog $5.00‏ | 


P.O. Box 250 
/ Molalla, OR. 97038-0250 


DON QUIXOTE DREAMS LIEUTENANT STAR WALKER s IT pube tria ڈیم‎ DEN 
(Walker'14) TB $50.00 (Walker'14) TB $50.00 E-Mail: gardens@ molalla.net 


QO14 Stroductions‏ سے 


Rainbow Power Tiff Will and Adelle Little Runaway 
Tall Bearded $45 Tall Bearded $45 Tall Bearded $45 Int. Bearded $25 


Order all four of our 2014 Introductions for $95 


(Plus $8 Shipping) 


Visit our website or send for a list of our 2014 introductions & newer irises. 


www.lauersiris.com 


PO Box 183 e Independence, OR. 97351 e 503-838-1168 
larry@lauersiris.com 


Sixty Years...Who's Counting? 


Keith Keppel started hybridizing iris 1n 1954. 
That's 60 years! 
Congratulations Keith. 


2004: 'Crowned Heads' 1997 
2011: ‘Drama Queen' 2003 
1972: 'Babbling Brook' 1966 
2012: 'Florentine Silk' 2005 
2006: 'Sea Power' 1999 


All photos from Shreiner's Gardens 


Banking on you for Historic Iris Data 


I made my first iris purchase in 2012, but my 
infection with the iris virus dates back about four 
decades, to my childhood. My family was poor, and my 
mother didn’t see much point in raising plants that did 
not produce food. Along the edge of our lawn, though, 
was a small line of two or three irises that had been 
planted there by the previous owners. They came up 
and bloomed faithfully every year despite my mom’s 
malicious neglect. Their extravagance, delicacy, and 
unusual colors left a permanent impression on me. I 
like just about every iris I have ever encountered; but 
the old ones, the ones that remind me of those “damned 
flags” from my boyhood home, are the ones that Im 
most passionate about. 

When I joined the Historic Iris Preservation Society 
two years ago, one of the first things I did was to order 
back issues of ROOTS. Reading those first articles 
from the late 1980s, I have been struck by the abundant 
ambition and zeal of the people who worked to bring 
HIPS into being. We owe a great debt of thanks to 
those men and women who recognized the importance 
of collective action to preserve old iris cultivars. They 
understood that success depended upon accurate, 
fundamental information about which varieties were 
being grown, and they set about surveying HIPS 
members. In the fall of 1990, Larry Doucette issued the 
first report based on 35 completed surveys. 

The late Jerry Murphy compiled the most recent 
data in 2007. Besides the fact that it is now largely out- 
of-date, it is also incomplete in a crucial way: the data 
shows the number of people growing each cultivar 
without information about who or where the people 
were located. We can see, therefore, that ‘Argentina’ 
(Goos & Koenemann 1906) was only reported in one 
member garden, but we have no straightforward way 
to focus our attention on it. The same is true for 1500 
other irises. 

Soon after the board appointed me to manage the 
data bank last fall, I posted a request for data on the 
HIPS website. In February HIPS members received 
an issue of ROOTS with a different version of this 
article and a blank survey form. As I write this in mid- 
March, I have received about forty responses. That is 
a respectable start, but HIPS membership is now well 
over 750, and not everyone who grows historic irises is 
a member, so we still have only a hint about which irises 
have survived and in what numbers. 


32 AIS Bulletin Spring 2014 


BRETT BARNEY, NEBRASKA 


Unless you are one of the forty people who have 
already sent me a list of the historic irises you grow, 
I hope that you will take a moment to write up a list 
and send it to me today, before you forget. I will gladly 
accept information however I can get it—written or 
typed, by post or email. I will be happy to email the 
form to you if you would like to complete it. The only 
essential information is the name of each cultivar, as I 
will be consulting the AIS checklists for information on 
hybridizers and introduction dates. Be sure to include 
your complete contact information (name, address, 
phone, and email) and please specify which, if any, parts of 
your personal information you would like me to include 
with the data that is distributed to HIPS members. 

Accuracy in the compiled data will be essential to 
its value as a tool, so please include only those cultivars 
about which you are reasonably sure. For example, do 
not list ‘Baldwin’ solely on the basis that the iris you 
grow looks like pictures of ‘Baldwin’ or that it came from 
your aunt’s garden and ‘Baldwin’ is the only violet iris 
starred in the catalog you found in her attic. Of course, 
absolute certainty is probably impossible, so please do 
include all of the cultivars about whose identity you are 
quite confident. 

Since I’m a relative newcomer to AIS and HIPS, I am 
a bit nervous about undertaking the task of compiling 
the databank. I agreed to take it on not because I think I 
have any special qualifications, but because it is obvious 
to me that an accurate, up-to-date databank can be of 
great value in preserving old irises into the future. As 
Nancy McDonald put it in one of the online forums, 
“Once we know which irises are most in danger, we can 
begin effectively to do something about it.” I am willing 
to spend the time it will take to gather and organize the 
information. But the databank will only be as good as 
the data I get from individuals, so it is important that 
everyone who grows old cultivars contribute, whether 
you grow two or two thousand. & 


Brett Barney is a Research Associate Professor at 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He and his wife grow 
about 750 irises. 


You can reach Brett at 
Brett Barney 

320 Lincoln St. 
Sterling NE 68443 

< bbarney2@unl.edu> 


Preserving Small, Historic Irises 


BY CHARLIE CARVER, ORCAS, WASHINGTON 


Charlie Carver is a professional gardener of nearly 30 years who is attempting to assemble a number of National 
Collections: historic dwarf and median iris (the older, the better), and complete collections of Bee Warburton 
introductions (bearded and beardless) and the dwarf and median introductions of Earl Roberts, Bennett Jones and 


Panl Cook. He is willing to purchase or trade. 


Ed. note: In his article in the last issue of IRISES, 
Charlie explained that while he had been collecting iris 
for a number of years he began seriously collecting in 
2009 and that is when he developed an interest in historic 
irises . 


Discovering a Gap 


Near the end of 2010, as I considered all the iris I had 
seen flower that season, all the photos I had examined 
on multiple websites as well as those in Carla Lankow’s 
digital files, it was apparent that my interest was shifting 
from the tall-bearded varieties to the smaller iris that 
grow at the lower latitudes of the garden. It was a 
convergence of factors: the delicacy and scale of dwarf 
and medians, the texture of their foliage and the way I felt 
they would fit among the drought-tolerant, low growing 
and mounding species in my Mediterranean garden- 
they seemed more rugged, good solid working-class 
stock. Also, having spent a lot of time in alpine tundra 
and having developed an affinity for the flora there, the 
smaller iris aligned with the memory of those places and 
the experiences I cherished. 

At the same time it was also becoming apparent 
to me that there were fewer historic varieties of these 
classes listed commercially. This led me to inquire among 
some members of the Historic Iris Preservation Society 
(HIPS) and my friends and mentors, George and Carla 
Lankow. The response was consistent: most historic iris 
lovers focus their collections on tall-bearded varieties. I 
was surprised to discover that no one I spoke with knew 
anyone collecting historic dwarf and median iris. 

This was striking, given my impression that so many 
of these lovely originals have had a noteworthy impact 
on hybridizing accomplishments in the tall bearded 
class. I began to suspect that, as so often happens in 
our progress-oriented culture, the small things were 
disappearing and their passing was going unnoticed. It 
seems to me we are the poorer for it if we take a rain 
of jewels for granted and dismiss or ignore them in the 
rush forward. They are a portion of our heritage. Are 
we to let generations of iris fall by the wayside for the 
novelties and fashions of the present? With collectors’ 
attention focused elsewhere, there was an obvious gap, a 


horticultural black hole. In 2011 I shifted the bulk of my 
collecting efforts to historic dwarf and medians, resolved 
to assemble a collection that would help insure their 
preservation, their history and irreplaceable presence in 
our gardens while still keeping an eye out for distinctive 
historic varieties among the tall bearded, Siberian, and 
Japanese iris, etc. 


Preservation 


In the natural world we are witnessing an astonishing 
and unparalleled loss of biological and genetic diversity in 
the floral and faunal kingdoms. According to biologists, 
we are living in the midst of the greatest period of 
extinction in the history of the planet. I may not be able 
to save an orchid in the Amazon, a lemur in Madagascar 
or some wild iris known or unknown to botanists but 
I feel a responsibility to safeguard what I can of what 
remains: that which inhabits the surrounding forest 
where I live and as much as possible of the iris heritage 
bequeathed to us, both hybrids, collected species and 
their named forms. 

So I collect iris and wonder about their stories. I 
collect them as genetic gems, as reservoirs of diversity 
and artifacts of beauty like a Gaugin, a Rodin or a John 
Singer Sargent. They are art, living sculpture, singular 
instances of magic. 

Over the years, having read a number of books about 
English gardens, I had become aware that the British 
had established a system of horticultural and garden 
conservancies to preserve gardens of historic value and 
had also supported the creation of National Collections 
for many genera. Claire Austin’s nursery, for example, 
holds the National Collection for bearded iris. I have 
been inspired by the idea of National Collections and 
thought we should do the same here to preserve the 
various facets of our horticultural heritage, in this case, 
Iris. 

Every iris has its own beauty and comes with a story, 
a soufflé of personal and cultural events attached, not to 
mention the genetic wealth embedded in it. I like a good 
story and I like a good iris. It is a source of distress for 
me to consider that an iris might vanish and perhaps its 
story as well or that the story might end on a note of loss 


or lament. 
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In January of 2012, much to my delight, Bob Pries 
called me to discuss the new AIS Committee for National 
Collections. Mr. Pries both created and is the Director 
(Conservator) of the program. Bob and I discussed 
the nature of national collections, how they could be 
dedicated to a specific class, hybridizer, color pattern, 
time period or various combinations thereof. His own 
experience with the loss of a collection had impressed 
upon him the significance of redundancy. We agreed on 
the need for redundancy as a key element of preservation. 
Collections that overlap and/or duplicate assure that 
loss suffered in one collection can be restored by plant 
material from another collection. I am sensitive to and 
supportive of his desire to see all collections, whether 
specific or random, documented in a national database 
and for provisions to be made for the preservation of 
collections at the time of the owner/curator’s death, an 
elaboration on the concept of a living will. My intention 
is to collect, photo document, redistribute and assemble 
the data and anecdotes on each iris and set them loose 
into the halls of commerce once again. 

Most of us, I assume, acquire iris simply because 
they are beautiful to behold. If each of us cultivated a 
special interest and focus for collecting, however small 
or limited, among our larger, general collection, the 
preservation effort would become more dispersed. 
The greater collective effort the more effective and 
less overwhelming it is to any one individual. Simply 
documenting and registering a collection, of any kind, 
would add an element of conciseness. 

Somewhere on the internet I read that as of May 20, 
2010, according to the AIS registrar, there were 63,365 
registered iris. Other sources I have spoken with have 
disputed that, one suggesting there were as many as 
80,000. Those daunting numbers, regardless of which is 
correct, put iris preservation in staggering perspective. 
Probably half are tall bearded. I haven’t counted those 
listed in the Cumulative Checklist of Siberian Irises 
1999 and I haven’t begun to speculate on how many 


other beardless varieties there are. By my count the 
DIS Checklist 2007 and the MIS Checklist 1990 contain 


1,272 and 4,272 iris respectively. I ponder those numbers 
wondering how many still survive, somewhere in some 
iris lover’s garden, unknown or traveling incognito 
under an alias. How many are still reaching for blue sky 
on abandoned homesteads, grow hugging the sunny side 
of a gravestone or have naturalized in some old field. 

However I break the numbers down, THAT’S A 
LOT OF IRIS. As a preservationist I alternate between 
celebrating the diversity of that cosmos and cringing at 
the implications of collecting and maintaining such a 
horde. 

How can we be sure which may still exist and which 
may be extinct, their radiant flame extinguished? I am 
too new to this to venture a response. 

As of this writing, I have some data on about 6,000 
dwarf, median and the so-called small tall varieties, 
information gleaned from using and cross-referencing 
DIS 2007 Checklist and MIS 1990 Checklist, Mahan’s 
Classic Iris, HIPS Iris Chronicles re: Caparne and G&K, 
Austin Sand’s Cornell Bulletins, AIS 39-99 Checklists, 
and The World of Iris among others. The most I can 
realistically hope for is to assemble a representative 
collection. 


Rogues and Misfits, Orphans, Waifs and 
Gypsies 


One of the things that has become apparent as I 
become familiar with some of the data and literature 
on historic small bearded iris and cross reference that 
information, is that a lot of iris varieties seem to have 
fallen through the cracks in the compiling of dwarf and 
median checklists (also true of other checklists). 

If these iris still exist, it is perhaps worthwhile to 
consider whether their absence from these checklists 
may inadvertently become one more contributing factor 
to their demise, a kind of “out of sight, out of mind” 
scenario. If registration and class distinction grant a 
certain legitimacy, status and legacy to a variety, checklists 
may garner renewed attention to them. In the context of 
preservation and national collections, that spotlight may 
prove critical to their rescue and resurrection. 


left to right: ‘Chocoleto’ BB (Deru 1959) by MUnser, ‘Garnet Elf’ MDB (Hamblen 1977) by BJackson, ‘Rare Penny’ SDB (Plough 1980) by LFraser, 


‘Brown Spectacle’ SDB (WWelch 1977) by DMcQueen 
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(Ghio 1974) by JRichter, ‘Wee Doll’ MDB (Greenlee 1981) by AMoran 


The oversight seems to reflect changes in class criteria 
and/or the creation of new classes as well as uncertainty 
about the size of some older irises. A number of the 
smaller historics, including small talls, are often bypassed 
in the compilation process. Though re-designation 
has occurred, it is not clear how common a practice it 
is. Many varieties with older classifications, DB, IB, 
IMB or TB, could likely meet current class criteria and 
be redesignated, though I suspect it would be quite an 
undertaking. (I mean no disrespect to the enormous 
effort and remarkable dedication of those who compiled 
the checklists. I am forever grateful for these valuable 
resources). 

I have wondered whether the preservation movement 
should resurrect the IMB (Intermediate Miscellaneous 
Bearded) class to simplify the task of re-designation if 
that route were chosen. Could members of HIPS, MIS 
and DIS pool their notes to compile an IMB checklist? 

The point is visibility. If we do not keep these iris on 
the radar, what then? I fear for them should they remain 
buried among the biblical lore in the dusty corridors of 
the monumental and magnificent AIS 1939 Checklist and 
those that followed. 

There will, of course, always be rogues of historic and 
modern vintage, who do not adhere to the restrictions 
of class and yet may radiate a loveliness and embody a 
uniqueness of form, color or patterning too exquisite to 
discard or label stud. 

And what of NOIDs? Their number is growing in my 
garden. I don't mind, some are so beautiful and among 
my favorites. It has been easy to acknowledge I would 
rather a hundred lovely unknowns than a thousand lesser 
iris with their identities confirmed and their pedigrees 
intact. Who are these NOIDs, these orphans, waifs 
and gypsies lifting their skirts and dancing so carelessly 
under the cover of their anonymity? They are the most 
mysterious of all and I would love them if only for the 
puzzle they present and the curiosity they inspire. Who 
is the iris behind the masquerade and what 1s her story? 
Where did she come from and how far has she travelled? 
Will we ever know? Of this much I am certain, like all 


PARAKEET 


Copy Cat '. 


left to right: ‘Doxa’ IB (Sass 1928) by MUnser, ‘Snappie’ IB (Warburton 1975) by LTasquier, ‘Parakeet’ MTB (EarlRoberts 1957) by EVerp, ‘Copy Cat’ BB 


things traced to their origins, back to the first iris and 
further still, we will discover that we share a common 
ancestry whether biological or molecular. Genealogy 
takes on a deeper meaning. Iris are in our blood. Those 
gypsies are family. 


For Love Of Iris 


The intentions which informed the writing of this 
article were threefold: the first was for love of iris. The 
second was to draw attention to the plight of the smaller 
historic bearded iris and the need to preserve them. I 
would make a similar plea for historics in all classes and 
most especially species. Thirdly, I am fully aware that 
the success of my endeavors is entirely dependent upon 
the greater iris community’s continuing generosity and 
passion for preservation of iris. Generosity, passion- 
does anything better define this community? 

I make an open plea to all of you who may still 
grow some of the old matriarchs (and patriarchs) of this 
extraordinary lineage. Your varied personal collections 
are the reservoirs of the named species and varieties that 
will form the basis of any truly representative National 
Collection of Historic Dwarf and Median Iris or any 
other National Collections. 

I solicit your contributions of iris, those I have 
selected for acquisition and those you think should be 
considered. I am willing to buy, trade, pay postage for 
donated iris and honor whatever arrangements suit your 
circumstances. Referrals to known or possible sources of 
historics, photos, information and stories that enrich the 
story of an iris, copies of old catalogs, and referrals to 
sources of data are all equally valuable. 

My acquisitions lists are too lengthy to print here, 
but if you contact me, I will share them with you. «& 


Anyone in the iris community who is concerned about 
the preservation of the dwarf or median historic iris that 
they are growing is encouraged to contact Charlie at 

P.O. Box 392, Orcas WA, 98280 

360-376-6109 

lefthandhorticulture@gmail.com. 


Hybridizing Plicata Tall Bearded Iris 


BY JIM HEDGECOCK, MISSOURI 
from World of Irises January 17, 2012 


The most interesting patterns in irises for me have always been the plicatas. I have always had lots of success 
with crosses for these patterns and lots of surprises along the way. I will, however, be truthful when I say that some 
patterns just aren’t particularly hot sellers in the commercial world. I look at other hybridizers work and I am very 
impressed with new accomplishments and I am anxious to add them to our retail growing fields to sell. Many times I 
am disappointed when they don’t sell in any volume. As a hybridizer and retail grower, I have learned to understand 
this quandary. New advancements in iris breeding aren’t always popular, but they are so important to the overall iris 
industry. 

I guess you can say I am a hybridizer that has a few years under my belt. 2012 will mark my 32nd year to be 
dabbing pollen. I think after all of this time, I have settled down to where I want to go with my efforts. 

Several years ago I really started working with plicatas. My first crosses were made with wild color combinations. 
Pink plicatas on purple, brown on purple, etc. My first surprises were, these seedlings were not ugly. Many came in 
colors that were very pleasing to the eye and many came in color combinations that I knew already existed. At this 
point, I realized that someone had already tried some of these crosses. 

Next I began to look at the borders on introduced varieties and my seedlings. I found out there are plicatas with 
borders of two colors. Some of these can be quite definite in contrast. So my goal was established. I wanted to try to 
produce plicatas with several distinct bands of different colored borders. I want the falls on plicatas to have two or 
more, wide, distinct, color bands that are a knockout contrast to the basic fall color. 

My thought is to cross some of the wonderful new banded bicolors that are now on the market with modern 
plicatas and roll the dice. My crosses are already made and being grown off. The first seedlings will bloom this year. 

There has been some discussion in hybridizer circles that the position of plicata markings on the petals can be 
transferred in crosses. In other words, a plicata with narrow color borders very close to the edges should throw some 
seedlings with the same defined edges. I have a new seedling, R125A, that has a very defined plicata pattern around 
the beards only. 

I have made a number of crosses with named varieties of plicatas that have definite bold plicata edges and clean 
backgrounds around the beards. These seedlings should establish my theory as to whether the two patterns on the 
falls can be combined into one. In my opinion, these seedlings will open the door to many new possibilities in plicata 
patterns. Many plicata varieties already exist that have patterns in varying positions on the falls and standards. 

Since 2012 I have made specific crosses to see if positioning of patterns related to specific areas of the falls and 
standards can be transferred to seedlings and so far it appears to be a success. I have also made crosses with newer 
named varieties that have definite colored bands and plicatas to see if the patterns will carry to the resulting plicata 
seedlings. I am not far enough along to give a full report on these yet, but very early results look promising. 

If you are starting out in tall bearded iris hybridizing, get on plicata the boat, you won't be sorry. & 

Jim Hedgecock has been awarded nine Honorable Mention Awards by AIS. Contact Jim at Comanche Acres Iris 
Garden, 12421 SE State Hwy 116, Gower, MO 64454 816-424-6436 www.comancheacresiris.com 


This page left to right: Seedling R125A and ‘Ordination’ 
(Hedgecock 2012) 


Facing page, left to right: seedlings V-13, Y-23 and Z-25 


36 AIS Bulletin Spring 2014 


Request For Guest Japanese Iris 
Region 13 Spring Convention and Garden Tour, July 2017 


in cooperation with the Society for Japanese Irises 


The King County Iris Society will host the Region 13 Spring Convention and Garden Tour in early July 2017 
in cooperation with the Society for Japanese Irises. Therefore, we are requesting guest plants of Japanese irises, 
late season species, late season interspecies, and other late season beardless irises. These may be either rhizomes of 
recent introductions or seedlings under consideration for introduction. 

Up to 3 rhizomes of each variety of your guest irises are welcome. Only those plants submitted in the following 
manner will be listed in the convention booklet. 

Please ship your plants between August 25, 2014 and September 5, 2014. Dwayne would appreciate knowing 
which plants you are sending ahead of time. He may be reached by email at DBooAnn1@msn.com or by phone 
425-971-5607. A packing list must accompany each shipment. On the packing list please provide the following 
information: 


Hybridizer’s name and address (physical and email), 

Name or seedling number of each variety (include this information on each rhizome as well), 
Bloom height, 

Anticipated bloom time within the particular class of irises (i.e. early, mid-season or late) and 
Year of introduction (if applicable). 


چا ری a‏ 


Please ship your plants to: 

Dwayne Booth, Guest Iris Chair, 

PO Box 15052, 

Mill Creek, WA 98082-3052. 

Dwayne will send confirmation to indicate receipt ot the plants. 

If a guest seedling is later named, it is the responsibility of the hybridizer to notify Dwayne by January 15, 2017. 
The convention booklet will reflect the information received by that date. 

By May 1, 2017 hybridizers will be required to provide their instructions regarding disposition of plants to 
Dwayne. Seedlings for which Dwayne doesn’t receive instructions, will be destroyed. Registered varieties for which 
he doesn’t receive instructions will become the property of the King County Iris Society. 

The Convention Committee and the tour garden owners will strictly adhere to the Code of Ethics as printed in 
the AIS Convention Handbook. & 

Please feel free to contact the convention co-chairs in addition to Dwayne: 

Patrick Spence, 425-770-5984 
Ann Booth, 425-743-3066. 
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Request For Guest Beardless Iris 


“East We Go In 2016” 
2016 AIS Convention In Newark, New Jersey 


The Essex County Presby Memorial Iris Gardens and the American Iris Society will host The AIS National 
Convention in May 2016. Convention attendees will tour three gardens in the mid-Atlantic region. Master plantings 
will be established in two or more host gardens. Hybridizers of bearded varieties are invited to send rhizomes of 
recent introductions and seedlings under consideration for introduction. Please observe the following guidelines 
when sending guest irises as only officially submitted rhizomes will appear in the convention booklet. 

Up to two rhizomes of each variety will be accepted from August 15 through September 15, 2014. Please ship 
plants to: 

Nancy Skjei-Lawes 

Presby Memorial Iris Gardens 

474 Upper Mountain Avenue 

Upper Montclair, NJ 07043 (mail) or (UPS/FEDEX) 


The name of the variety or seedling number should be clearly marked on each rhizome. In addition, the following 
information should accompany each variety on a separate packing list: 


Hybridizer’s name and address 

Name or seedling number of the variety 

Type of iris (Tall Bearded, Intermediate Bearded, Border Bearded, etc) 
Height, color, distinguishing features 

Year of introduction (if applicable) 


DEC dum 


The packing list should include the contributor's email address to receive an electronic receipt. Absent of an email 
address a receipt will be mailed to all contributors. 

If a guest seedling is later named, it will be the responsibility of the hybridizer to notify the guest iris chair of the 
change. Updates should include the name and the corresponding seedling number. 


Contacts: 
Paul W. Gossett pwgossett(2juno.com 
George Boyce: glenara@aol.com 


Shortly before the convention, contributors will be asked for instructions regarding disposition of the plants. 
Failure to reply by April 1, 2016 will be interpreted as permission to destroy all seedlings, and distribute named 
varieties, one to each host garden. The rest will be dispositioned as determined by the convention committee. No 
rhizomes will be offered for sale on the Internet or by any other means that competes with sales by the contributors. 
Guest iris that are returned will be sent freight paid, except for foreign addresses. 


The convention committee and the owners of the host gardens will strictly adhere to the Code of Ethics as 
printed in the A/S Convention Handbook. 

The convention committee and owners of the host gardens will not be responsible for losses beyond their 
control. & 
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Request For Guest Spuria Iris 


2017 Spuria Iris Convention 
Los Angeles, California 


The San Fernando Valley Iris Society will be host for the Spuria Iris Convention in late April/early May 2017 
(exact dates will be announced later). Hybridizers are invited to send rhizomes of recent spuria introductions and 
seedlings under consideration for introduction. 

There will be two large and beautiful public gardens for display. The Huntington Library and Gardens and 
Descanso Gardens. You may send up to six rhizomes of any one variety. They will be divided among the two gardens. 
Plants will be accepted from September 1, 2014 to October 15, 2014. Let us know as soon as possible, if you're 
contributing plants and how many. Please write to the Guest Iris Chair and the Convention Chair. 

Please observe the following guidelines for submission of guest iris. The name of the variety or the seedling 
number should be clearly marked on each plant. In addition, please include the following information on a separate 
packing list accompanying the plants: 

1. Hybridizer's name, street address, phone number, and email address 

2. Plant name or seedling number of each variety 

3. Height and color 


Ship Plants to: 

Jill Bonino, Guest Iris Chair, 2017 Spuria Mini-Convention 
3110 Kirkham Drive, 

Glendale, CA 91206 

« jillbon@earthlink.net> 


If a guest seedling is later named, it is the responsibility of the hybridizer to notify the guest iris chair no later 
than January 2017. 

Before the convention, hybridizers will be asked for instructions for disposition of plants and for any donations 
for auction to help raise money for the society. Failure to reply in a timely manner will be interpreted as permission 
to destroy all seedlings and to distribute or put into auction with other named varieties. Required returns will be at 
the hybridizer's expense. 

Note: The two display gardens mentioned above have confirmed that they will become permanent Spuria Iris 
Display Gardens after the convention, which means that they want to keep your rhizomes. Spuria irises will have 
substantial display areas and attention, which will benefit the society, growers, hybridizers and spuria lovers alike. 

The convention committee will follow the code of ethics as printed in the A/S Convention Handbook (last 
revision 2007). & 


Spuria Convention Chair: 
Andi Rivarola <andinsky@gmail.com> 


'Betty Cooper' (Eleanor McCown 1982) 
by JLauritzen at Mystic Lake Gardens 
(from AIS encyclopedia) 
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No More Iris Borers 
BY PAT MCNEAL, MARYLAND 


After I became a member of the AIS in 2008, I began 
hearing stories of how iris borers could wipe out an iris 
patch. I had grown irises for years and was not aware of 
any problem in my patch. Yet, not wanting to be caught 
off guard, I studied up on borers, their life cycle and how 
to tell if you have them. When spring came, I watched 
for signs of them in my irises and gratefully came up 
empty handed. However, when I was digging irises that 
summer, I found a couple of rhizomes with evidence of 
borer damage, though they had healed. 

The following year, I dug up a clump of irises a 
distance away from the rest and found | 
an infestation of borers. The old foliag 
had not been removed the preceding : 
fall. There were nine nearly mature ™ 
larvae that I dug out of the rhizomes and killed. However, 
I never saw any more after that in my irises. 

I doubt that those were the only borers on our 
property. It’s highly unlikely that I found every last one 
of them. I believe the reason we didn’t have any more 
borers is that we had been using a bug zapper light all 
through the summer into fall to reduce mosquitoes. It 
appears to have worked very well to control the corn 
borer moths that had been causing problems in our 
sweet corn crops for years, as well as the iris borer. 

Since the iris borer is the larva of a moth, if you can 
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eliminate the moths before they lay eggs, you 
will eliminate the damage to your plants. 
The moths hatch and begin to lay eggs 
on old foliage in the late summer and 

fall where they overwinter and hatch in 
the spring. The tiny larvae then tunnel down 

through the leaves into the rhizome where they 

can completely hollow out the flesh. Since we expanded 
our use of the zapper, we have had no more borers that 
I am aware of. I consider the bug zapper a safe, time- 


saving, cost-effective way to control the borer. No need 
to spray toxic chemicals! 

Bug zappers come in various sizes according to how 
large an area they protect. Home gardeners should be 
able to easily use a zapper to protect their irises. Large, 
commercial iris growers would have to use more of them 
strategically placed throughout their plantings. 

If the iris borer is a problem in your garden, the bug 
zapper could be just the thing you need. Just be sure to 
install and use it before the moths hatch and begin to lay 


eggs. & 


Photos of borer and moth from the Iris Encyclopedia 
under Cultural Information/Pests_Diseases. 


Ed. note: Generally, iris borers are not found west of 
the Rocky Mountains; so if this is where you live, count 


yourself lucky. 


Iris with Ladybug 
by Elise Ange 
Runner-Up, 2013 Photo 


Check out the AIS Blog! 


http://theamericanirissociety.blogspot.com/ 
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THE CROCUS, 
A SIGN TO FERTILIZE 


Whenever I meet someone starting to growing irises, I find that the big problem seems to be fertilizing. I have 
found that everyone from zone 5 to 9 seems to have crocus bulbs. I always tell the new people (and it has always 
worked) that when the crocus starts to bloom it is time to do the first fertilizing of the year. The second time to 
fertilize is about one week after the last bloom. I use 5-10-10 with a dusting of epsom salts, but any all purpose 
fertilizer would be fine. 

Some other tips on fertilizing: 


1. 


BY STAN CHERNISS, CALIFORNIA 


The fertilizer of choice seems to be 6-24-24 for growers in the middle states such as Oklahoma, Kansas, and 
Missouri. Low nitrogen fertilizer is important in these states because abundant growth during the summer 
months often means rot. Too much nitrogen in the fall months means that the irises have a tendency to die 
when the first cold weather arrives, especially if it is extreme and suddenly much colder than it has been. 
Many, many people have discovered that making an iris bed in virgin soil means no additives are needed in 
the soil for at least the first two or three years. Many people have made their beds “too good” and have ended 
up with heavy losses. Usually, the new soil has enough nutrients and adding more tends to make the soil too 
rich. Of course, one would have to know the soil type in his own area before making such a broad statement 
as fact. 

Be very careful in using liquid fertilizer as you would on many other garden plants. Sometimes this results in 
beautiful plants with strong growth, but if the season is one of those that produces rot easily, these healthy 
plants may turn to mush if liquid fertilizer was applied. 

Many people who live in climates where mulching is not used in the winter and where some winter days are 
warm enough to do garden work have found the fertilizer can be applied during the winter months in order 
to get a head start on spring work. Just be sure to follow the same rules as you would during the growing 
season, ie be sure the fertilizer does not get on the plant. If the fertilizer can be placed around the plant in 
January, it leaves more free time in February (or whenever the crocus bloom in your area). 

An application of fertilizer immediately after spring bloom is very important in the remontants (reblooming 
irises). Most people have found that sufficient water during summer months is probably even more important 


than the fertilizer for good fall bloom. & 


Reprinted from the American Iris Society Bulletin, October 1992. (edited by Kathleen Sonntag) 


Iris bucharica, photo by D Kramb from SIGNA website 
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In the previous article, I completed the discussion 
on Group E herbicides and then covered the Group 
K herbicides (those that target shoot initials of 
germinating seeds) and Group D herbicides. This 
article is covering only Group G, a group that has 
only one herbicide, glyphosate or Roundup®. In this 
article, I will use Roundup® when I am talking about 
the formulated product that you buy in a container. 
When I use glyphosate, it means I am talking about the 
active ingredient only. My use of the Roundup® trade 
name, does not mean I think other products containing 
glyphosate are inferior. I emphasize once again that that 
you are required to follow the label instructions found 
on the container. Also, herbicides, in their concentrated 
form, may not be transferred to or stored in anything 
except the original container where the product name 
and safety precautions must be easily readable. 


How Roundup® Works 


Roundup® is the most versatile of all herbicides 
because of its relative safety to non-plant life and how 
it works and behaves in the environment. It enters only 
green leaves and stems of all plants. Then it moves both 
up and down inside the plant to growing points of both 
leaves and roots. At the growing points, glyphosate binds 
with the enzyme that produces aromatic amino acids, a 
group of essential amino acids that humans need to eat 
in order to survive. Without these amino acids, plants 
slowly starve to death. That is why it takes from several 
days (in optimum, warm weather) to several weeks (in 
cold weather) for the plants to discolor and die. 


Roundup® Action 

Roundup® and nearly all other glyphosate products 
are a mixture of glyphosate and detergents, similar to, 
but not the same as, laundry detergents. The need for 
detergent is that glyphosate alone is poor at penetrating 
waxy layers of green leaf surfaces. Once inside the leaf, 
glyphosate moves around much better when the plant is 
actively growing. The active growing points “suck” the 
glyphosate. However in perennials, not all the growing 
points are active at the same time. Once one growing 
point is stopped by glyphosate, another “breaks” and the 
glyphosate is “sucked” to that one, etc. Ifa perennial plant 
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has too many underground growing points, eventually 
the glyphosate “runs out” and the plant begins to grow 
again, often with new young leaves severely distorted 
compared to their normal shape. This distortion also 
occurs on all plants if your initial application rate is 
too low, and it can also occur if you are not careful and 
“drift” a little Roundup® on your desired ornamentals 
and flowers. Figure 1 is a photo of a bearded iris bloom 
(on left) that is distorted by Roundup® drift while the 
bloom (on right) is normal. Both were in bud at the time 
of Roundup® drift. Can you answer the question, at the 
time of spray, which one was likely the most actively 
growing? 


Environmental Inactivation 

The other special characteristic of Roundup? is that it 
is immediately inactivated (bound up) upon contact with 
soil, dust covered rocks or even mature, brown tree bark 
(not green), and then it is degraded over the next couple 
of weeks. This is a great advantage if you wish to replant 
or reseed an area soon after killing existing vegetation. If 
you wish to kill perennial weeds, first allow at least two 
weeks of undisturbed growth to maximize the amount 
of healthy green vegetation, spray with the maximum 
labeled rate of Roundup® for your weeds species, wait 
a minimum of three days, and then till and prepare the 
new seedbed for your garden. 


Lawn & Garden Products 

Often Roundup products found in the homeowner 
market have the trade name *Grass & Weed Killer." 
Since glyphosate is the common chemical name, you 
must look carefully at the active ingredients to find the 
concentration. Ready-to-use products often contain 1-2 
percent glyphosate, while the most concentrated forms 
contain 41percent. It is quite easy to see that pound for 
pound, 41percent should cost more than twenty times 
as much as 1-2 percent. However, sometimes the same 
sized containers are much closer to being the same price. 
So make sure that when you are buying the ready-to-use 
product, the convenience of not having to measuring it 
out in the proper dilution is worth the cost difference to 
you. 

Grass and weed killer products may also have 


additional trade name phrases such as “Extended 
Control” or “Long Lasting Control.” When you see this, 
look for a second active ingredient. Usually that second 
ingredient is either a Group E or Group L herbicide, 
which means there is residual weed prevention of newly 
germinating seeds added to the product. 

In addition, grass and weed killers labels may have 
the additional words, “quick results” or “rapid burn- 
down.” In this case, the product may contain a Group 
D herbicide that causes leaf discoloration in less than 
24 hours. These products are for homeowners who are 
either impatient to see results or want to see where they 
have already treated when they go out a couple of days 
later to kill more weeds. Be aware that these Group D 
herbicides can act so quickly that they reduce the chance 
that Roundup® has time to get in the leaf and move to 
the growing points. Thus these “fast burn” forms can 
actually reduce the ability of Roundup 

Using a hooded sprayer is one of the best ways to 
spray Roundup® among iris plants, even on days with 
light wind. Figure 2 is a photo of the hooded sprayer that 
I use. I have added plexiglass “runners” on both ends of 
the hood that allow it to rest approximately one inch off 
the weed/soil surface. The runners help block spray that 
might be directed onto the iris, and they make it easier to 
glide the hood smoothly over short, weedy vegetation. I 
also have found that walking backward pulling the hood 
is preferred for two reasons: 1) I do not walk through 
recently sprayed vegetation, and 2) the hood slides over 
the vegetation at a more uniform speed keeping the rate 
of application more uniform. 

Finally, glyphosate has an interesting discovery 
history. It was first made in in Europe the 1940s, but no 
one knew it was an herbicide. In the 1950s and 1960s, 
numerous companies were researching phosphate 
detergents. As it is a phosphate-based molecule, both 
Monsanto and Proctor and Gamble managed to 
“remake” glyphosate in the process. Monsanto found 
and patented the use as an herbicide and Proctor and 
Gamble found and patented its potential use as a cancer 
control/prevention agent. Looking back, one can only 
imagine the very different image all of us would all 
have of glyphosate if Proctor and Gamble was the only 
company to have tested it. & 
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Figure 1: Iris distorted by Roundup® 


Figure 2: Hooded Sprayer 


Rebloom Looks For New Avenues 


MIKE LOCKATELL, ROOTS & BLOOMS, LLC, 


BY MIKE LOCKATELL 


500 PANTELA DRIVE, NORTH CHESTERFIELD, VA 23235-5020 


WWW.ROOTSANDBLOOMS.US 804-330-2916 


Cool season bearded iris rebloom development has 
slowed in recent memory. Many factors have contributed 
to this decline. Unrealistic expectations are high on the 
list. The genetic trait for bearded rebloom is recessive. If 
fickle microclimate growing conditions are considered, 
the odds do not favor finding reliable parents to use 
for future cross pollinations. Unlike spring bloom 
only bearded iris breeders, cool season reblooming iris 
pollen daubers are truly an endangered species. Patience, 
determination and a thick skin are key traits for any 
serious player. 

Dr. G. Percy Brown was an early rebloom trailblazer. 
Beginning in the 1920s, Dr. Brown’s early work was 
truly remarkable. Breeding options were very limited 
in the early years. The Barre, Massachusetts breeder 
successfully converted a promising diploid seedling 
(24 chromosomes) to a tetraploid (48 chromosomes) 
through cross pollinations. The diploid heritage behind 
his innovative work is not totally clear, but it did 
influence the creation of ‘September Sparkler’ (G.P. 
Brown, R.1943). The deep blue tall bearded provided 
a platform for future Brown introductions including 
‘Autumn Sensation’ (G.P. Brown, R.1961). Thanks to 
Sass’ breeding in Nebraska, ‘Autumn King’ (H.P. Sass, 
R. 1925) could be a capable parent. ‘Autumn Elf (G.P. 
Brown, R. 1935) assumed that ‘Gracchus’ (Ware, 1884) 
component could spark rebloom in its children. 

The next important player in cool season rebloom 
development was Dr. Raymond G. Smith. The Indiana 
University speech professor found great value in 
establishing rebloom lines using “Tiffany’ (H.P. Sass, R. 
1938) through ‘Gibson Girl’ (James Gibson, R. 1946). 
The light pinkish mulberry and deep rose mulberry 
plicata from the west coast was a vital ingredient in Dr. 
Smith’s ‘Purple Duet’ (R.G. Smith 1966) and ‘Replicata’ 
(R.G. Smith 1966) lineages. 

Lloyd Zurbrigg’s arrival from Listowel, Ontario, 
Canada to pursue a postgraduate degree in music at 
University of Illinois in 1963 would be extremely 
beneficial to both hybridizers and rebloom. As Lloyd 
would later recall, “What a trick of fate.” During his time 
in Bloomington, spring weather calamities convinced 
Zurbrigg to make rebloom the focus of his hybridizing. 
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Raymond Smith’s presence and collaboration probably 
influenced his decision. After he was awarded his 
doctorate, Lloyd accepted a teaching position at Radford 
College in Virginia. The Shenandoah Valley location 
would prove to be an ideal growing environment to 
develop and promote rebloom in bearded irises. 

‘Grand Baroque’ (Zurbrigg, 1969) was Lloyd’s 
first introduction at Radford. The slightly ruffled 
yellow amoena had Smith's ‘Replicata’ behind it. ‘Amy’ 
(Zurbrigg, 1974), a ‘Purple Duet’ child, was combined 
with ‘Grand Baroque’ (Zurbrigg, 1968) to create ‘I 
Do’ (Zurbrigg, 1974). The ruffled white is capable 
of flowering in summer and fall in Central Virginia. 
Its impact can be seen in Zurbrigg’s best tall bearded 
rebloomers. ‘Immortality’ (Zurbrigg, 1982) (I Do X 
English Cottage), ‘Clarence’ (Zurbrigg, 1991) (unknown) 
and ‘Daughter of Stars’ (D. Spoon, 2001) (Clarence X 
Mind Reader) were finalists for the prestigious Dykes 
Medal. ‘Gate of Heaven’ (Zurbrigg, 2004) (Clarence X 
St. Petersburg) was the last tall bearded rebloom seedling 
Zurbrigg introduced. The flared and ruffled medium 
blue has established a stellar fall flowering profile here 
plus exciting breeding possibilities. 

As important as ‘I Do’ was to Zurbrigg rebloom 
breeding, the same can be said for ‘Violet Miracle’ 
(Zurbrigg, 1979). Another ‘Purple Duet’ child, its fall 
flowering reliability and breeding potential have been 
sensational. Suky’ (Mahan, 1991) and ‘Matrix’ (E. Hall 
by Zurbrigg, 1991) addressed nagging flower form issues 
and rebloomed. ‘Violet Miracle’ made Walter Moores’ 
list in Progenitors in Modern Reblooming Iris. Walter 
stated, “This is the only reblooming progenitor which has 
a score of one hundred percent. All seventeen registered 
cultivars from it have been registered as rebloomers.” 

Jane McKnew tried ‘Violet Miracle’ with “Titan’s 
Glory’ (Schreiner’s 1981). ‘Rosalie Figge’ J. McKnew 
R. 1993) acquired the best flower qualities from each 
parent and remains a popular rebloom selection 
for novice gardeners. “Titans Glory’ reflects an 
important philosophy helpful for rebloom hybridizing. 
“Contemporary thinking is that I. aphylla carries a 
factor that intensifies color in its seedlings.” (Schreiner, 
1958, The World of Irises, page 70) The Sass brothers, 


Paul Cook and Robert Schreiner incorporated I. aphylla derivatives into their blue, 
black, violet and purple lines to achieve darker colored seedlings. Since rebloom 
has been observed in I. aphylla, could “Titan’s Glory’ have inherited the species’ fall 
flowering genetics from ‘Navy Strut’ (Schreiner 1974) or ‘Prince Indigo’ (Schreiner 
1964)? Despite the odds, pairing ‘Violet Miracle’ with the 1988 Dykes Medalist “Titan’s 
Glory’ resulted in rebloom magic. 

I. aphylla can also transmit improved branching to its offspring. If early Sass 
Brothers’ work tried to fold this quality into their breeding lines, it is reasonable to 
assume Robert Schreiner saw the benefit too. Lloyd Zurbrigg may have concluded 


the rebloom carrier in ‘Crinkled Ivory’ (Schreiner, 1955) came from the species. If Asa 


I. cengialtii is behind Ware’s ‘Gracchus’, then a pairing with G.P. Brown's ‘Autumn 
Sensation’ created an interesting cool season rebloom line for Lloyd to explore. ‘English 
Cottage’ (Zurbrigg, 1976), ‘Key Lime’ (Zurbrigg, 1977), ‘Latest Style’ (Zurbrigg, 1979) 
and ‘Earl of Essex’ (Zurbrigg, 1980) have this unique combination in their lineage. 

Flower form has been a major issue for AIS judges evaluating rebloom varieties 
for awards. The knock on rebloomers was dirty hafts, poor substance, narrow petals, 
muddy colors and snaky bloomstalks. If ۸ aphylla was present in ‘Sister Helen’ 
(Zurbrigg, 1977) through ‘Crystal Blue’ (Schreiner 1964) and “Tyrolean Blue’ (Schreiner 
1963), Zurbrigg could address flower color and form and retain some rebloom genetics 
in his blue lines. A willingness by Lloyd Zurbrigg and Clarence Mahan to use ‘Victoria 
Falls’ (Schreiner, 1977) would finally take cool season rebloom hybridizing to the next 
level. Zurbrigg used second generation children from the award winning Schreiner’s 
tall bearded irises heavily in crosses in the mid-1980s. 

Lloyd Zurbrigg had to delicately weave G.P. Brown, R.G. Smith and Robert 
Schreiner rebloom varieties and carriers into his various lines. The gene pool for out 
crossing was extremely restrained. Flower color, form, branching and vigor issues 
influenced parental choices. After leaving Radford for Durham, North Carolina in the 
early 1990s, Zurbrigg’s best irises hit the iris marketplace. 

Inspired by Zurbrigg’s earlier work, Monty Byers, Ben Hager, Earl Hall, Clarence 
Mahan and Jane McKnew released tall bearded rebloom introductions. In addition to 
reliable fall flowering, flower form greatly improved. 

The late Sterling Innerst used ‘Renown’ and ‘Anxious’ (Hager, 1992) to create 
‘Again & Again’ (Innerst, 1999). Blocky ruffled medium yellow blooms have appeared 
at J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College in Goochland, Virginia from June 
to November during the past two years. To date, the early 1990s were tall bearded 
rebloom’s finest hour. 

Tom Silvers (source) is a species breeding specialist from Rohrersville, Maryland. 
He found rebloom success crossing a ۸ cengialti clone with SPEC-X ‘Clown Pants’ 
(Silvers, T. 2006) or I. variegata X I. suaveolens var. mellita. I. cengialtii, a diploid 
alpine iris species with rebloom genetics, was collected in the mountains of Northern 
Italy. I. suaveolens var. mellita is another diploid alpine iris species rebloom carrier. 
The cross produced reblooming MTBs ‘Cricket Song’ (Silvers, T. 2012) and ‘Easy 
Smile’ (Silvers, T. 2006). They have reliably flowered for Tom in October. 
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Even though my presence in the field of reblooming iris hybridizing has been a short one, there seems to be 
no absolutes or magic bullets in finding seedlings with late summer or fall flowering tendencies. Lloyd Zurbrigg’s 
winning strategy was adding more rebloom parents to each generation of seedlings. With limited options, line 
breeding became important and successful. 

Unknown parentage continues to hamper rebloom investigation and development. This problem is particularly 
keen in tracing fall flowering origins in the AIS registrations before 1940. The biggest setback, however, is the lost 
‘Clarence’ heritage. Ten years passed before Don Spoon released ‘Daughter of Stars’. “Gate of Heaven’ and ‘Just 
Call Me’ (Wilkerson, 2008) appeared later in the decade. Like Zurbrigg’s last tall bearded rebloom release, ‘Gate of 
Heaven’, ‘Just Call Me’ has been an outstanding performer in my central Virginia garden. 

Lloyd Zurbrigg’s stud book lists cross pollinations dating back to the 1970s. There are also reselect notes to 
identify some seedlings. No commentary, however, was found to explain his breeding motivation. Since his passing 
in 2005, I have used instinct, hunches and garden observation to continue his work for improved cool season 
rebloomers. Seedlings have refined my knowledge, but time is becoming an obstacle. Tom Silvers’ work may give 
rebloom hybridizers more future breeding options to uncover reliable summer flowering for colder climates. Who 
will rebloom’s next G.P. Brown, Raymond Smith or Lloyd Zurbrigg be? & 
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1. Lockatell, Michael, “Rebloom’s Past Is Its Future,” JRISES, The Bulletin of the American Iris Society, 94-2: 
p33-35, April/May 2013. 
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Ed. note: The Spring 2004 issue of The Reblooming Iris Society Recorder features articles by Mike Lockatell,“Rebloom 
Shines at the Region 4 Fall Meeting” and Thomas Silvers, “Rebloom’s Alpine Connection.” 
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Donations to the AIS and the AIS Foundation 


November 1, 2013—February 28, 2014 


IN MEMORY OF FUND CODE 
AUDREY DOURNEY (CA) 

Hi Desert Iris and Daylily Society (CA) AISG 
KEN PIERSON (CA) 

San Diego Iris Society (CA) AISG 
JIMMIE GRIFFITH (TX) 

Benson lris Society (TX) AISG 
CHRISTINE SUCHY (KS) 

Greater Kansas City lris Society (MO) AISG 
CLARENCE MAHAN (VA) 

Iris Society of Dallas (TX) AISG 
ANNA RETTIG (NY) 

Bob and Judy Zon (NY) R&S 
MARVIN DEAN (MD) FAITH (AR) 

White County lris Society (AR) AISG 
FRANK T. COPPLE Il (CA) 

Hi Desert lris and Daylily Society (CA) AISG 
LOUIS SCOTT (OK) 

Oklahoma Iris Society (OK) AISG 
EUNICE CASS (WA) 

AIS Region 13 GEN 
MIRIAM ERNST (OR) 

AIS Region 13 GEN 
CHRISTY HENSLER MARTIN (WA) 

AIS Region 13 GEN 
THOMAS RICHARD PETRAK (WA) 

AIS Region 13 GEN 
CASSEL STEWART 

AIS Region 13 GEN 
ALAN REID 

AIS Region 13 GEN 
SUZANNE RODGERS (CO) 

Elmohr Iris Society (CO) AISG 
BESSIE LOUISE REID GERSTENBERG (TX) 

Belton Iris Society (TX) AISG 
VERNICE VIOLA (GLASS) MOORE (TX) 

Belton Iris Society (TX) AISG 
DR. BEATRICE HUSTON (TX) 

Belton Iris Society (TX) AISG 
DENNY KLANTE (WA) 

Fran Hawk (WA) AISG 


Please make ALL checks payable to: 


THE AIS FOUNDATION 
Mail to: 
Gary E. White 
AIS Foundation Sec/Treas 
701 Old Cheney Road 
Lincoln, NE 68512-1168 


MARY FUSSELL (TX) 

Waco Iris Society (TX) R&S 

Robert Alexander (TX) AISG 
MEIDA STILES (WA) 

Kenneth Stiles (AZ) GYF 
ROBERT ANNAND (CA) 

Sierra Foothills Iris Society (CA) AISG 
JUNE RINGLE (OK) 

Lawton Area Friends of Iris Soc (OK) AISG 
JUNE HARA (NE) 

Monument Valley lris Society (NE) GEN 
GIFTS FUND CODE 
Chesapeake & Potomac lris Soc. (VA) INS 
Santa Fe Iris Society (NM) INS 
Boothill Iris Club (KS) AISG 


AIS Donation Fund Codes: 


The AIS Foundation 
LIB = Library Fund 
R&S - Research & Scholarship 
GEN = Foundation General Fund 
The AIS 
CCYA = Clark Cosgrove Youth Award Fund 
AISG = AIS General Fund 
GYF = General Youth Fund 
INS = AIS Insurance Defrayment 
100th ANNIV = AIS 100th Anniversary Fund 
ENCY = AIS Online Encyclopedia Fund 


How-to Make Your Donation To One Of The AIS or 
AIS Foundation Funds 

The AIS Foundation is managing donations collection on 
behalf of the AIS. Donations made for AIS causes, through 
the AIS Foundation, are immediately available to the AIS, 
and the tax benefits to the individual or organization are the 


Clearly identify on a separate piece of paper: 

1. The recipient of the memorial or honor. 

2. The AIS Fund or AIS Foundation Fund to 
which you wish the donation to be credited. 
Your AIS donation will be reallocated to the 
AIS Fund you specify even though you are 
making your check out to the AIS Foundation. 

3. The name of person(s) or organization making the 
donation. 

4. The address of person(s) to notify that a 
donation has been made. 


same. ۱ ۱ 
www.aisfoundation.org 
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Standing and Special Committee Chairs 
Affiliations: Susan Boyce, 5123 South 3500 West, Roy, Utah 84067; 
801-644-7172; <irisgal@hotmail.com> 
Affiliate Liaison: Jody Nolin, 5184 Country Road 20, Rushsylvania, OH 43347; 
(614)507-0332; <affiliatesliaison@irises.org> 
Awards: Gerry Snyder, 225 Sky Line Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336; 
928-282-5867; <geraldcsnyder@gmail.com> 
Bulletin Advertising: Ron Killingsworth, 10329 Caddo Lake Rd., Mooringsport, 
LA 71060; 318-996-9969; <retmiagt@gmail.com> 
Calendar: Janet Smith; PO Box 1585, Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585; 
559-683-0447; <AlSimages@irises.org> 
Convention Liaison: Paul W. Gossett, 1502 South Boulder Avenue, Apt. #12B, 
Tulsa, OK 74119-4034; (918)853-6204; <AlSconvliaison@irises.org> 
Electronic Services & Website: John |. Jones, 35572 Linda Drive, Fremont, 
CA 94536-1523; 510-795-9723; <AlSelectronicsvcs@irises.org> 
Exhibitions Committee: 
Schedules: Lois Rose, P.O. Box zo , Partlow , VA 22534; 540-582-5799; 
<lowy222@aol.com>; Supplies: Susan Boyce, 5123 South 3500 West, Roy, 
UT 84067; 801-644-7172; <irisgal@hotmail.com>; Show Reports: Karen 
and Ray Jones, 106 Harold Court, Winchester, VA 22062; 540-542-1620; 
<ramonwjones@comcast.net> 
Foundation Liaison: Gary White, 701 Old Cheney Road, Lincoln, 
NE, 68512; 402-421-6394; <in2iris@yahoo.com> 
Honorary Awards: Judy Keisling, 1219 Missouri Route A, Liberty, MO 
64068-8114; 816-792-1848; <AlSjudges@irises.org> 
Iris Program Resources (Speakers): Gordon Carver, 448 Azle Hwy., 
Weatherford, TX 76085-8451; 817-594-4537; 
<AlSirisprogramspeakers@irises.org> 
Iris Resources-Digital Programs/Slides: Janet Smith, PO Box 1585, 
Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585; 559-683-0447; <AlSSlides@irises.org> 
Insurance: Michelle Snyder, 225 Sky Line Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336; 928-282- 
5867; <AlSInsurance@irises.org > 
Judges: Judy Keisling, 12119 Missouri Route A, Liberty, MO 
64068-8114; 816-792-1848; <AlSjudges@irises.org> 
Judges Handbook Revision Committee: Betty Roberts 
9055 Melbourne DriveColorado Springs, CO 80920; 719-282-9642 
florabetty39@aol.com 
Legal Advisor: Howard & Johnson, LLC, 906 Olive Street, Suite 200, 
St. Louis, MO 63101 
Library: Dave Silverberg, 115 E. Main Street, Suite n, Molalla, OR 97038; 
503-829-2928; <sil1812@molalla.net> 
National Collections, Display & Test Gardens: Bob Pries, 107 Brothers Drive, 
Roxboro, NC 27574; -336-597-8805; <robertpries@embarqmail.com> 
Photo Contest: Janet Smith, PO Box 1585, Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585; 559- 
683-0447; <AlSPhotoContest@irises.org> 
Public Relations and Marketing: Bob Pries, 107 Brothers Drive, Roxboro, NC 
27574; 336-597-8805; <AlSpublicrelationsmktg@irises.org> 
Susan Grigg, 105 Trotters Ridge Drive, Raleigh, NC 27614; 
919-870-8345; <irismom@nc.rr.com> 
RVP Counselor: Cheryl Deaton, 27218 Walnut Springs, Canyon Country, CA 
91351; 661-252-6771; <AISRVPcounselor@irises.org> 
Scientific Advisory: Robert Hollingworth 124 East Sherwood Road, 
Williamston, MI 48895 <AlSscientificadvisory@irises.org> <cyberiris@att.net> 
Section and Cooperating Society Liaison: Gary White, 701 Old Cheney Rd, 
Lincoln, NE 68512; <in2iris@yahoo.com> 
Silent Auction: Debra Strauss, 2213 Hereford Blvd., Midland, TX 79707-5012; 
432-697-6340; <dkstrauss@swbell.net>; Nick Stewart, 2808 NW 21st Place, 
Lawton, OK 73505-2114; 580-248-2755; <nicolstew7@yahoo.com> 


48 AIS Bulletin Spring 2014 


Social Media Manager: Andi Rivarola, Valley Glen, CA; 
<socialmedia@irises.org> 

Symposium: Riley Probst; 2701 Fine Rd., Modesto, CA 95355; 
209-551-6323; < rprobsto2@earthlink.net> 

Youth: Cheryl Deaton, 27218 Walnut Springs, Canyon Country, CA 91351; 
(661)252-6771; <AlSyouth@irises.org> 


Regions & Regional Vice Presidents 

1: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Newfoundland/Labrador, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island: Linda Corapi; 30 Franklin Park East, Rockville, CT 
06066; 860-896-1910; <nsveal@aol.com> 

2: New York, Ontario, Quebee: Judith Tucholski-Zon; 130 Cresthaven Dr., 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225; 716-836-2573; <irisjudy@aol.com> 

3: Pennsylvania, Delaware and New Jersey: George Hildenbrandt, 4245 
Lovers Lane, Slatington, PA 18080, 814-571-6839; <grh3@psu.edu> 

4: Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, and North 
Carolina: Don Rude, 1051 Nik Ryan Dr., Blacksburg, VA 24060; 
540-552-0373; <don.rude@comcast.net> 

5: South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Puerto Rico: Jeanette White; 2967 
Smyrna Church Rd., Sandersville, GA 31082; 478-232-7962; 
<jwhiteo71949@gmail.com> 

6: Ohio, Indiana and Michigan: James Copeland; 7818 M 40; Lawton, MI 
49065; 269-624-1968; <jandjcope@aol.com> 

7: Tennessee and Kentucky: Sue Ann Barnes, 205 Westwood, Jackson, TN 
3830]; 731-422-5253; <barnes-s@charter.net> 

8: Minnesota and Wisconsin: Carol Jo Shonka; 18455 W Hillcrest Dr., New 
Berlin, WI 53146; 262-679-3305; <cjshonka@yahoo.com> 

9: Illinois: David Kelly; 1708 Holiday Dr., Pekin, IL 61554-1925; 309-347-8561; 
<kelly@grics.net> 

10: Louisiana: Joe Musacchia; 509 Linda Ann Avenue, Gray, LA 70359; 
<Icajunjoe@att.net> 

n: Idaho, Montana and Wyoming: Angelique Violette; 35715 Mud Lake Trail, 
Polson, MT 59860; 406-883-5535; <aviolet@montanasky.net> 

12: Utah: Helen West; 2131 East 1700 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84108; 
801-581-0766; <helenwest@aol.com> 

13: Washington, Oregon and Alaska, British Columbia, and Yukon: 
Dwayne Booth; 6117 150th Place SW, Edmonds, WA 98026-4121; 
206-205-5280; <DBooAnni@msn.com> 

14: Northern California, Nevada and Hawaii: John Pesek; 4631 Mayfield Dr., 
Fremont, CA 94536; 510-793-5089; <jmpesek@sbcglobal.net> 

15: Southern California and Arizona: Winona Stevenson; 8280 Entrada Blvd., 
Lake Isabella, CA 93240; 760-378-384); <lakesideiris@aol.com> 

17: Texas: Dawn Boyer; 1900 Daws Dr., Amarillo, TX 79124; 
806-881-9775 e-mail: <dawn.boyer@yahoo.com> 

18: Kansas and Missouri: Debbie Hughes;3395 Utah Road, Wellsville, KS 
66092; 913-406-2709; <dhughes936@gmail.com> 

20: Colorado: Bob Van Liere; 2700 W. Amherst Ave., Denver, CO 80236; 
303-789-4747 <iris4u2@comcast.net> 

21: lowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, NWT, Nunavut, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba: Linda Wilkie; 15115 Grant Circle, Omaha, NE 
68116; 402-493-3808; <Irwilkie@gmail.com> 

22: Arkansas and Oklahoma: James Bledsoe; 271 Sparling Rd., Hot Springs, 
AR; 501-815-304); <jboots3041@gmail.com> 

23: New Mexico: Howard Dash; 1534 Arco De Goya, Las Cruces, NM 88007; 
575-541-4438; <howiedash@aol.com> 

24: Alabama and Mississippi: Don Nelson; 319 HWY 55E, Falkville, AL 35622; 
256-784-5234 ; <dgnelson@centurytel.net> 


Cooperating Societies 
(ist line = Presidents, 2nd line = Memberships) 
Aril Society International: 
Bob Pries, 107 Brothers Drive, Roxboro, NC 27574; (336)597-8805; 
<robertpries@embarqmail.com> 
Reita Jordan, 3500 Avenida Charada NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107; 
<sjordan@unm.edu> 
Tall Bearded Iris Society: 
Mike Moller, 4702 Bentley PI., Duluth, GA 30096-6129; 
<MMoller123@aol.com> 
Ramona Howard, P. O. Box 6991, Lubbock, TX 79493; 
<rhoward3604@sbcglobal.net> 


AIS Sections (in order by charter date) 


(ist line = Presidents, 2nd line = Memberships) 
Median Iris Society: 
Jean Morris, 682 Huntley Heights Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021; 
<morrisjel@aol.com> 
Judy Eckhoff, 7971 S. Yoder Road, Haven, KS 67543; 620-931-5114; 
<judy67543@gmail.com> 
Society for Siberian Irises: 
Chuck Simon, 10 S. 122 Lorraine Drive, Willowbrook, IL 60527; 
630-323-5070 
Susan Grigg, 105 Trotters Ridge Drive, Raleigh, NC 27614; 
<ssimemsec@nc.rr.com> 
Spuria Iris Society: 
Jim Hedgecock, Route1, Box 258, Gower, MO 64454-8613; 
<jim@comancheacresiris.com> 
Nancy Price, 32009 S. Ona Way, Molalla, OR 97038-9244; 
503-829-2928; <flags@molalla.net> 


Society for Japanese Irises: 
Patrick Spence, PO Box 1062, Lake Stevens, WA 98258; 
<patrick@CascadialrisGardens.com> 
Jody Nolin, 5184 CTY RD 20, Rushsylvania OH 43347; 
<jody.nolin@gmail.com> 
Reblooming Iris Society: 
Riley Probst; 2701 Fine Rd., Modesto, CA 95355; 
209-551-6323; < rprobsto2@earthlink.net> 
Rose Kinnard, 1649 Madison 504, Fredericktown, MO 63645-8303; 
<RKinnard@minesmo.org>; website: www.rebloomingiris.com 
Dwarf Iris Society: 
Dorothy Willott, 26231 Shaker Blvd., Beachwood, OH 44122-7111; 
<dwiris@aol.com> 
Dave and Deb Miller, 61 Laconwood Drive, Springfield, Illinois, 
62712-8727; 217-529-8014; <Miller42@aol.com> 
Society for Pacific Coast Native Irises: 
Bob Sussman, 12142 Alison Drive, Santa Rosa Valley, CA 93012; 
<matilija@gte.net> 
Kathleen Sayce, PO Box 91 Nahcotta WA 98637-0091; 
<ksayce@willapabay.org> 
Species Iris Group of North America (SIGNA): 


Ken Walkup, 22 Cayuga St., Trumansburg, NY 14886-9184; <krw25@cornell. 


edu> 
Rodney Barton, 3 Wolters Street, Hickory Creek, TX 75065; 
<rbartontx@yahoo.com> 

Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS): 


Gary White, 701 Old Cheney Rd., Lincoln, NE 68512; <in2iris@yahoo.com> 


Judy Eckhoff, 791 S. Yoder Road, Haven, KS 67543; 620-931-5114; 
<judy67543@gmail.com> 
Society for Louisiana Irises: 


Jim Leonard, 103 Kimball Dr, Lafayette, LA 70506; <jrleonard@sprintmail.com > 


Ron Killingsworth, 10329 Caddo Lake Rd, Mooringsport, LA 71060; 


<retmiagt@gmail.com> 


Section Membership Rates (contact information above): 
If not noted, contact Section for overseas postage rates. 


Single Annual Single Triennial Dual Annual Dual Triennial 

Aril Society International $17.50 50.50 21.00 (family) 54.00 (family) 
Lifetime membership $150.00 

Dwarf Iris Society $8.00 (youth 6.00) 21.00 (youth 12.00) 10.00 24.00 
Electronic Membership/one year by e-mail address (Newsletter only in digital file) $6.00 

Historic Iris Preservation Society 10.00 24.00 12.00 30.00 

Median Iris Society $12.00 (overseas 19.50) 30.00 (overseas 52.50) 13.50 (overseas 21.00) 34.50 (overseas 57.00) 

(youth 4.00) (youth 10.00) 

Reblooming Iris Society $10.00 25.00 12.00 30.00 

Society for Japanese Iris $10.00 25.00 12.00 31.00 

Society for Louisiana Irises $13.00 (overseas 30.00) 32.00 (overseas 82.00) 16.00 (overseas 33.00) 44.00 (overseas 90.00) 

Society for PCNs Paper copies of Almanac $15.00 (overseas 18.00) 40.00 (overseas 48.00) n/a n/a 
Electronic copies of Almanac only $7.00 $19.00 

Society for Siberian Iris 10.00 25.00 12.00 30.00 


Species Iris Group (SIGNA)* 

Lifetime membership $300.00 
Spuria Iris Society 

E-membership 6.00 
Tall Bearded Iris Society 

Lifetime membership $300.00 


$12.00 (foreign 15.00) 32.00 (foreign 40.00) 


$10.00 (overseas 25.00) 


$12.00 (overseas 15.00) 30.00 (overseas 40.00) 


15.00 
27.00 15.00 41.00 
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12.00 (foreign 15.00) 32.00 (foreign 40.00) 


AIS STOREFRONT Sale Items & Publications 


All prices include shipping and handling 


The World of Irises Highly recommended! 32 pages of full color. 
Edited by Warburton and Hamblen. 34 contributors and authors including 
international authorities. Published in 1978 and most authoritative book on all 
phases of irises. Scientific and popular. 6" x 9" hard bound cloth cover, 494 pages. 


$19.00, Canada $25.00, International $35.00. 


Handbook for Judges and Show Officials: 

Seventh Edition, 2007 
Insert (new pages): USA $16.00,Canada $22.00, 
International $32.00. 
Insert w/cover: USA $19.00, Canada $25.00, 
International $35.00. 


Basic Iris Culture Booklet. Great information for new iris 
growers. Ideal for clubs and shows. New and in color. 
Single copy: USA $7.00, Canada $8.00, 
International $10.00. 
Packet of 25: USA $82.00, Canada $105.00, 
International $119.00 


AIS Bulletins: Back Issues 
Current year and last year: USA $8.00, 
Canada $11.00, International $15.00. 
Older issues (not all available): USA $5.00, 
Canada $8.00, International $12.00. 
Pk of 25: USA $18.00, Canada $34.00, 
International $45.00. 
Pk of 50: USA $27.00, Canada $51.00, 
International $65.00. 


Check Lists: Ten-year compilation for registrations 
1939, 1949, 1959, 1969, & 1979 Reprint. Soft Cover. 
USA $9.00, Canada $15.00, International $25.00. 
1989 & 1999 (Hard Cover): 
USA $9.00, Canada $15.00, International $25.00. 
2009: 941 pages 
Soft Cover Book: USA $25.00, Canada $48.00, 
International $66.00. 
Hard Cover Book: USA $34.00, Canada $57.00, 
International $75.00. 
Registrations and Introductions: 
Year 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013: USA $13.00, Canada 
$14.00, International $16.00. 
Year 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 
2008 and 2009: USA $4.00, Canada $5.00, 
International $8.00. 
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50th Anniversary Bronze Medal: Antiqued bronze. 

Suitable for pendants, show prizes and special awards. 
Each: USA $3.00, Canada $5.00, International $8.00. 
Package of 10: USA 18.00, Canada $21.00, 
International $26.00. 


RVP Pins $35 (outgoing RVPs only) 
Sterling Silver with presentation box. 


2014 AIS Iris Calendars: 

USA $4.00, Canada $6.00, International $8.00. 
Packet of 10 USA $24.00, Canada $28.00, 
International $36.00. 


2015 AIS Iris Calendars: 
USA $7.00, Canada $9.00, International $11.00. 
Packet of 10 USA $46.00, Canada $50.00, 
International $60.00. 


Iris Post Cards (16 per pack) 
3 packs USA $4.00; Canada $6.00, 
International $8.00. 
10 packs USA $12.00; Canada $16.00, 
International $25.00. 


RISES. 
DIR. 


Check out through 
the AIS Shopping Cart 


www.aisstorefront.selfsites.com 
e All products listed by type (Books, Note Cards, 
Medals, etc) 
e Prices include shipping costs 
e Please order items designated for your shipping 
area - United States, Canada, or Overseas 
e You will receive email confirmation of all orders. 


Send order to: 

AIS Storefront 

John & Kay Ludi 

P.O. Box 956, Sandy, OR 97055 
503-826-8808 
<AISStore@irises.org> 


AIS Note Cards: five different themes (packets) available 
Theme #1—GARDEN DELIGHT 
Theme #2—COUNTRY LANDSCAPE 
Theme #3—BEARDED WONDERS 
Theme #4—HAVE NOTS (beardless) 
Theme #—GOING NATIVE 
Fach theme includes 8 different pictures, 8 envelopes 
and 8 AIS Seals. Each card is 4 4” x 5 ^" bifold 

Price per packet 
USA $7.00, Canada $8.00, International $11.00. Order 
by Theme # or Theme Name. (Pictures of Theme 
#1-Garden Delight are shown on the AIS Website). 


AIS Seals: Self-adhesive ovals. Official design in blue 
and green on silver background. 
Pack (50 per pack): USA $5.00, Canada $7.00, 
International $10.00. 
5 Packs: USA $12.00, Canada $15.00, 
International $18.00. 


AIS “Invitation To Join” Flyers: 
Order in packets of 25. 
First packet of 25 (1 packet per affiliate) Free. 
Additional packet of 25: USA $7.00; Canada $10.00; 
International $12.00). Order from Exhibition Chair 
(Show Supplies) or AIS Storefront. 


Convention Handbook: Guidelines for planning/hosting a 
Spring National Convention and Fall Board Meeting. 
Free 


Dream Gardener: Pioneer Nurseryman Bertrand H. Farr 
by George Edmonds. (Limited Supply) 
USA $30.00, Canada $34.00, International $45.00. 
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Publications now available through 
the AIS Storefront: 


The Louisiana lris, The Taming of a Native American 
Wildflower, Second Edition 

USA $30.00; Canada $33.00, International $37.00. 
Marie Caillet (1915-2010) 

A special publication by the Society of Louisiana Iris 
honoring Marie Caillet. 

USA $18.00, Canada and International $21.00. 


Median lris Society 5oth Anniversary History Edition of 
the Medianite 
USA $25.00, Canada $28.00, International $30.00. 


For additional item descriptions and price 
updates, check the AIS Website: 
www.irises.org/Member Services/Storefront 


Ordering Information 

Shipping and Handling is included in the item 
price. Prices are in US$. 

The AIS can now accept VISA ad Mastercard 
(sorry, no other charge cards) for Storefront orders 
(minimum order: $10.00). When charging your order, 
please include card type and number, expiration date, 
name on card, and phone number. The Storefront ships 
via media mail where possible. Priority, overnight and 
UPS shipment charges paid by the customer. Make 
checks or money orders payable to The American Iris 
Society. 
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Storefront 


Without advertising, a terrible thing happens...nothing! 


Ad Submission Requirements 


To place an ad, please contact the advertising editor. The advertising editor has a list of specifications for digital 
submissions. We accept only MS Word, .pdf, .jpg or .indd files. Photos must be sent separately from word or 
InDesign documents. All .jpg files must be high resolution (minimum 1600x1000). Payment is due with ad copy. 
The deadlines for ad submissions are as follows: July 15 (September/October issue); November 15 (January/ 
February issue), February 15 (April/May issue), May 15 (July/August issue). 


Send digital ad copy to the editor <aiseditor@irises.org>. Send payment (payable to AIS) to Ron Killingsworth, 
10329 Caddo Lake Rd., Mooringsport, LA 71060; 318-996-9969; <retmiagt@gmail.com> 


Shopping Section Advertising 


Found in the back of each Bulletin. Placement is roughly alphabetical. Rate is for 4 issues. 
All ads, color or black and white are same cost. 


DIA pei e es Sy aug Re ا ا‎ qur I e unas emg ا ا‎ es $60.00 
SP be Val awa, و اہ‎ nio DOS $80.00 
Display Advertising 

Color: 

PA Pace mL وت‎ doeet TOS ا ا و اور‎ $50.00 
DACCI CHOO e er ee. 06000۰۹۷ $100.00 
Ye Pageshonzontaldiicriogpiz: ZS x ASAS E $200.00 
V5 page vertical, interior page ........ OS WARL nno $200.00 
EBullpascinrento pag e e سد وہ‎ AB roter ut $400.00 
4 consecutive issue discount 

P Opavesrntenom سب دای کو دو‎ $175.00 each 

FUEPS سو سا یرم موہ‎ A $350.00 each 


Color Cover: 


V? page inside front or !? page inside back cover........................ $300.00 
rulli ”اعت بحم‎ tront-or inside back cover nen $600.00 
V? page outside back cover ............ E Dette ا ات‎ $300.00 
3/4 page outside back cover................. VIO o rd nno $600.00 


Discount for ad placed in 2 issues within same year 

Take out any size and location display advertisement in any issue of IRISES for the normal price as listed and 
run that same size advertisement in any issue within the same year for % the price of the original advertisement. 
(The second advertisement within the same year is Y price—it does not have to be the same advertisement.) 
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lrises 


SAitken’s 
Salmon Creek Garden 


Award winning Irises 
Bearded and Beardless 


Introductions by Terry Aitken, Chuck 
Bunnell, Ken Fisher, Chad Harris, 
Bennett Jones, Lynn and Stephanie 
Markham, Lynda Miller, Marky Smith, 
Kevin Vaughn and Jean Witt. 


$4. for Color Catalog AS 
Aitken’s Salmon Creek Garden Wr 
608 NW 119 St. ‘ 
Vancouver WA 98685 


Online catalog: 
www.flowerfantasy.net 


BREEZE WAY 
IRIS GARDEN 


JACK WOREL INTRODUCTIONS 


ALL CLASSIFICATIONS OF BEARDED IRIS 


NEWER, CLASSIC AND HISTORIC 
WISCONSIN REBLOOMERS 


VISIT US AT 
BREEZEWAYIRIS.COM 


GEORGE BACON & DORIS BACON 
4600 ROME CORNERS ROAD 
BROOKLYN, WI 53521 
608-334-4594 


۷ بے‎ 3000 Varieties 

€. ab Specializing in Historics 
& Lloyd Austin 
Introductions 


6940 Fairplay Road 
Somerset, CA 95684 
530-620-5017 
mhess1863@innercite.com 


www. bluebirdhavenirisgarden.com 


BAY VIEW GARDENS 
of Joseph J. Ghio 


1201 Bay St. Santa Cruz, CA 95060 


Send $3.00 for catalog listing 
the newest and finest in 
Tall Bearded and Pacifica irises 


Hardy Heartland Iris 


Best quality iris 
chosen from our 
4,000 varieties: Newer, 
historics & more. 


(308)762-4420 
www.bluejiris.com 


BURSEEN IRIS 


1513 Ernie Lane 
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-1106 


The Latest Tall Bearded 
Tris Creations 
From Tom Burseen. 


Irises from 


Carol & Ken Coleman 
2606 S. Pond St. 
Boise, Idaho 63705-3639 
cirisonpond@netscape net 


wii. cinsonpond com 
208 336 3052 


gois d'Ar arden 


Specializing in Louisiana Irises 
Thousands in bloom Old and New 


Visitors Welcome by Ap ointment 
Bloom Season March & April 
Contact Information 
Bud and Rusty McSparrin 
1831 Bull Run Road Schriever, LA 70395 


Phone: 984-446-2329 EMail: bois@charter.ne 


Catalog on Line: http:www.bois-darc.com 


C and T 
Iris Patch 


Tall Bearded and Rebloomers 


3200 varieties at 
reasonable prices 


Online and paper catalog 
2600 iris pictures online 


20524 CR 76 
Eaton, Colorado 80615 
(970) 454-0236 
www.candtirispatch.com 


email us at: 


tfelte@aol.com 


is Chapman :ا‎ 


RR #1, 8790 Wellington Rd 124 
Guelph, ON, N1H 6H7 Canada 
chuck@chapmaniris.com 


Cold Climate Rebloomers 
Cold Climate Spuria 
Huge Selection of Median Iris 
Newest and best Jall Bearded 
Siberian and Species 


USA orders for bearded iris 
are shipped from 
Lewiston, New York 
no customs delay or hassle 
www.chapmaniris.com 
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Comanche Acres 


Iris Gardens 
12421 SE State Rt. 116 
Gower, MO 64454 


816-424-6436 
Quality TB, Spuria & 
Louisiana irises 
at reasonable prices. 


- Introductions by - 
Jim Hedgecock and Don Murphy 


Tall bearded and Louisiana’s 
available online 


www.comancheacresiris.com 


Separate Spuria color list $2.9? 


Modern Bearded lris 
Rebloomers 

Dykes Award winners 
Heirloom varieties 


www.damongardens.com 
Shop 


Lgs] PayPal VISA 
Online! 


FRED KERR'S 
Rainbow Heres 
P. O. Box 2191 


N. Highlands, CA 95660 
Request catalog featuring 


my tall bearded intros as 
well as recent intros from 


top hybridizers. 
Visit my color web catalog at 
www.rainbowacresonline.com 
Email: rainacre@aol.com 
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DRAYCOTT 
GARDENS 


Beardless Irises from Carol Warner 


Introducing Pseudatas 
by Hiroshi Shimizu 


16815 Falls Road , 
Upperco, MD 21155 
(410) 374-4788 
draycott@qis.net 


a 


www.draycott-gardens.com 


$d سے‎ 


ENSATA 
GARDENS 


Specialists in Japanese Iris. 
Color catalog with culture page: free. 


250 color photos with catalog online at 


www.ensata.com 


9823 E. Michigan Ave. 
Galesburg, Mich. 49053-9756 


Specializing in 
Rebloomers, recent Blyth 
and Keppel introductions 


www.iris-sisters.com 


Robin Shadlow — Salem, OR 


HIS IRIS 
GARDEN 


Sharing with you many 
TB's, Rebloomers, 
Historics, DM's... 

AND our own introductions. 


www.hisirisgarden.com 
Dave & Loretta Headrick 
2669 Seal Ct. 
Merced, Ca. 95340 
dhh@hisirisgarden.com 


IRIS CITY GARDENS 


Macey and Greg McCullough 
7675 Younger Creek Road 
Primm Springs, TN 38476 

800-934-4747 
www.iriscitygardens.com 
info@iriscitygardens.com 


Siberian, Louisiana 
and other beardless Species. 
We have antique iris, 
bearded iris and stainless 
steel garden markers. 


Catalog available online. 


IRIS HAVEN 


Louisiana Irises 
specialists 


Visit our website: www.irishaven. 
com.au 


Email: irishaven@pip.com.au 


Details re import shipments from 
Australia are available on our website. 
Please email for any further 


information. 


PO Box 6070, Baulkham Hills BC, 
NSW 2153 Australia 


Shopping Section 


Iris Hills Farm 
Garden of youth member 
Colin Campbell 
www.lrisHillsFarm.com 


KEITH KEPPEL 
P.O. Box 18154 
Salem, OR 97305 


A Selection of Newer 
Keppel and Blyth 
Tall Beardeds and Medians 


Price List $2.00 


WE GIVE BONUS 
IRISI 


JONI'S DANCE-IN-THE-THE-WIND 
IRIS GARDEN 


f: 7 JONI L. RENSHAW 
la L c f 810 S 14™ STREET 
* www.lrisOasis.com à سو‎ E NO SS 


21845 S. East Ave. 
Laton, CA 93242 
irisoasis@yahoo.com 


Growing Tall Bearded Iris 
from Central California 


Lauer à lower 


P.O. Box 183 
Independence, OR 97351 


(402) 374-2621 (503) 838-1168 


jrenshaw@huntel.net 
email: larry@lauersiris.com 
Newer TB Irises, Collector Hostas, Website: lauersiris.com 
& Daylilies 
SOOO Per اسر‎ ter: ist (sore color ptos) Send for a list of our 2014 introductions 
& newer irises or view our catalog on 


the website. 


QUALITY PLANTS - REASONABLE PRICES 
STATE INSPECTED GARDEN 


سے کا ہے بک ےر ہی 


Quality Louisiana Iris rhizomes 
grown in Upstate New York 


GARDENS Wholesale pricing available 


KARY IRIS GARDENS 
Ardi Kary 
6201 E. Calle Rosa 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
ArdiKary@ aol.com 
Tall Bearded - Arilbred - Median 


PO. Box 19; Boulder, CO 80306 
www.longsgardens.com 


Since 1905 
Iris from the “Top of the World” 


Featuring Irises from: D. Miller, 
Magee, Durrance, Hall, Hoage, 
Jorgensen, Moller, Olson, Stetson 


on quantity orders 


Full catalog available online at 


www.louisianairisgardens.com ms 


e 


۹92 Ww... ای‎ -OT سے س۔‎ 
... Featuring Introductions b 


Check out the AIS Blog! 


http://theamericanirissociety.blogspot.com/ 
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IRIS GARDENS 


3625 Quinaby Road, Salem, Oregon 97303 


MARIPOSA IRÌS On 
N AP A CO l | N TRY Visit us online at www.schreinersgardens.com 


R I 1 R D Fine Iris for discerning collectors.‏ کاو یئ و انا 
I S G EN GROWERS - HYBRIDIZERS -‏ 
Better or Different ORIGINATORS‏ 20%* 
QUALITY TB IRIS America’s Finest Iris Catalog. Accurate‏ 


*Good Growers ae 
*LJi : color illustrations, a treasure trove 
High Curb Appeal John & Lesley Painter ofinformation. $5.00 


9087 Steele Canyon Rd 
Napa, Ca. 94558 
Douglas Kanarowski 707-255-7880 
www.mariposairis.com Email: irises@Napalris.com 
grapeorbit@sti.net 


www.Napalris.com 


NEWBURN’S g ^ یں‎ IRIS 


e 


IRIS GARDENS E ‘Denise Stewart 


1415 Meadow Dale Drive i ~ 38956 Lacomb.Dr 


Lincoln, NE 68505-1940 Lebanon, OR 97355 — 
541-259- j^ ہپ چ‎ Iris Farm 


eugmarn@aol.com S O < ت‎ Specializing in tall bearded and rebloomers. 
Growing over 1,000 varieties Sy A x SS Visit us @ rainbowfarms.net 
of tall bearded irises. b F f DI: N Ra ) y 4t 3149 Kentucky Avenue 
Some new and many older irises - ON -LINE: si p مر‎ pied 
at reasonable prices. http://www: snowpeakiri Is.com Fax: (712) 523-2814 
email: snowpeakiris@gmail.com Kenny, Krystal, Kelly, & Kody Norris 


ET 


Price List on Request. 


Mid-America Nola’s Iris Garden 
Ga r d en y LLC Prevost Ranch and Gardens 


of Thomas Johnson 4195 Sierra Road San Jose, CA 95132 
featuring the 
v. as i Specializing in Tall Bearded and 
Nar omas Jonnson " e 
3 Reblooming Iris. 


& Paul Black t 
Top Quality plants at very 16592 Road 208, Porterville, CA 93257 


reasonable prices. 1-800-558-5107 Fax 1-559-784-6701 
Web site: suttoniris.com 
— Viewing Gardens are open in the Email: info@suttoniris.com 
www. mid-americagarden.com spring and fall. Specializi 
COLOR CATALOG $6.00 Ra 
Foreign $10 U.S. Funds www.walking-p-bar.com/shopsite/ in reblooming 


; For more information please call and space age iris. 
Il color catalog with over 400 photos k 
u EN p (408) 929-6307 or email 


P O BOX 9008 info@walking-p-bar.com Catalog $5.00 
BROOKS OR 97305-0008 
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۲٤ ne iris € daylilies 
STOUT GARDENS at 
DANCINGTREE 
Quality plants proven tough 
Money back guarantee 
www.stoutgardens.com 


info@stoutgardens.com 
405.642.4190 


Mean È 
e ORAS © 
Û) nis GARDENS 2 


Rick Tasco / Roger Duncan 
2536 Old Hwy., Dept. A14 
Cathey’s Valley, CA 95306 


phone 209-966-6277 
E-mail <randrcv@sti.net> 


BEARDED IRIS 
HISTORIC IRIS 
REBLOOMERS 
ARILBREDS 
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOG $1.50 
LISTING ~ 850 VARIETIES 
Please Note: Our photo albums are 
now on our Facebook page 


PLEASANTS VALLEY 
IRIS FARM 


Growers of Tall Bearded Iris. 


Gardens open to the public 
mid April to mid May. 


Mark and Kendall Richard 
7317 Pleasants Valley Road 
Vacaville, Ca. 95688 
707-451-3367 


Darnell & Greg Hester 
6017 Highway 76 East 
Springfield, TN. 37172 


1,000 varieties of old and new 
Rearded irice< 

Website: www.wildirisrows.com 

e-mail: info@wildirisrows.com 


e-mail: info@wildirisrows.com 


ldwood 


Find the Unusual 


We specialize in all types of Iris 
Bearded, Beardless, Specie, & Specie-X 


Widwood Gardens 
P.O. Box 250 
Molalla, OR 97038-0250 
gardens@molalla.net 
http//www.wildwoodgardens.net 
Color Catalog $5.00 


Shopping Section 


Don and Ginny Spoon 
1225 Reynolds Rd. 
Cross Junction, VA 22625 
(540) 40 


Bearded Irises: Introductions 
Reblooming Irises a specialty 
Tall Beardeds-Medians-Dwarfs 
Newer Varieties-Classics-Historics 
Send $5 for descriptive color catalog 
e-mail: vspoon@aol.com 
www.winterberryirises.com 


oe. GARDENS 


PURSUING TOMORROW TODAY 


Distinctive bearded iris. 
Broken color flowers, variegated 
foliage. TBs. Medians. & MDBs 


Brad & Kathie Kasperek 
9130 North 5200 West 
Elwood, Utah 84337 
(435) 257-0736 


Price List $3.00 


To place an ad, contact the advertising editor: 


Ron Killingsworth, 


10329 Caddo Lake Rd., 
Mooringsport, LA 71060; 


318-996-9969; 


<retmiagt@gmail.com> 
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Iris Related Merchandise 


AAA QUALITY 
ENGRAVERS 


Botanical Garden 
Quality Engraved 
Labels for Iris 

& other plants. 


e U.V. Stable 

e Quickly Installed 

e AAA Service, 1-2 wks. 
e Black or Teal Green 

e New Round Corners 

e “Simply Elegant” stakes 


Ask for FREE SAMPLE 
AAA QUALITY ENGRAVERS 


P.O. Box 9 Terry, MS 39170 
(601)878-5999. Fax (601)510-9396 
daylilyranch@bellsouth.net 
www.AAAQualityEngravers.com 


IRIS ART 


JEWELRY-Pendants, earrings, bracelets 
T-SHIRTS, APRONS, PURSES, PRINTS 


Search "iris" at 


www.AllKindsofArt.etsy.com 


PayPal and Credit Cards Accepted 


Breeding Red lrises: 


The Carotenoids 
WWW.rediris.us 


Book about carotenoid genes & 
how they control flower color 
and much more 


"The book | wish | had when | 
began iris breeding"... 
-- Dan Meckenstock 


$54.00 
foreign orders add $11.00 S&H 
30 day Money Back Guarantee 


Dan Meckenstock, PhD 
1407 Main Street Hays KS 67601 
dmeck@eaglecom.net 


Port ol pleta is جوا لا‎ 
hinge arcond top of tie. 


Bond « bottom cf stake 
ھا‎ è from tunini, 


Are you looking for a heavy duty 
permenant Garden Marker? 
We have been manufacturing & selling 
quality Garden Markers since 1953. 


For more information, please call 
(208) 743-2137 
SEE FINE MARKER CO. 
1009 'N' St., Lewiston, ID 83501 


Made in the USA 
a 
100% Stainless Steel i 


Plant Markers 
www.kincaidgardens.com 


info1@kincaidgardens.com 
Call us 816-324-4931 


Discounts Available for 
Iris Clubs and Members 


If you love Tall Bearded Iris, 
then this is the group for you. 
Join us! 


Tall Bearded Iris Society 
PO Box 6991-A 
Lubbock, TX 79493-6991 
www.tbisonline.com 


The British Iris Society sends greetings and 
a warm welcome to its American friends. 


Join the BIS and you will receive our super Year Book and exciting Seed Distribution list. 


We have a $ checking account to enable US members to pay their subscriptions in US$. 


Pay Pal Facility available. 


The current subscription is $25 annual, or $70 triennial. 
Additional family members living at the same address are free. 


Enquiries and enrolments should be addressed to: 
Mrs Jill Christison, Mill House, Woodlands Lane, 
Chichester, West Sussex. PO19 5PA. UK 
e-mail: jillchrebtinternet.com 


Subscription renewals to Sue Marshall, Roughlands Farm, 
Goudhurst Rd, Marden, Kent TN12 9NH, UK 
e-mail: suemarshallbis@gmail.com 
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Peppermint 
Cream 
Ernst 2001 


Pretty in Pink 


Top to Bottom: 
‘Peppermint Cream’ (Ernst 2001) by Elladan 
‘Betsey Boo’ (Warburton 1975) by MUnser 


‘Feliciana Hills’ (O’connor 1992) 
by Zydeco Iris 


‘Vanity’ (Hager 1975) by JLauritzen 


AIS CONVENTIONS 


“IRIS INWONDERLAND 2015” 

2015: MAY 18 - 23, PORTLAND, OREGON 
Chair: John Ludi 

35071 SE Hwy 211; Boring, OR 97009 

503-668-9230; <kludi@juno.com> 


Convention Headquarters: 

Red Lion Hotel on the River (Jantzen Beach, Oregon) 
909 N. Hayden Island Drive; Portland, OR 97217 
503-283-4466; www.Redlion.com/jantzenbeach 


“EAST WE GO IN 2016” 
2016: MAY 23-28, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 
Chair: Paul W. Gossett; <pwgossett@juno.com> 


Co-Chair: George Boyce <glenara@aol.com> 


2017: MAY 22-26 DES MOINES, IOWA 


Chair: Kelly Norris <kellydn@frontiernet.net> 
Co-Chair: Gary White <in2iris@yahoo.com> 


FALL BOARD MEETINGS 


2014: NOV 7 - 8, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 
Chair: Paul W. Gossett 

1502 S. Boulder Ave #12B; Tulsa, OK 74119-4034 
918-853-6204; <pwgossett@juno.com> 

Headquarters: Hilton Salt Lake City Airport Hotel 

5151 Wiley Post Way, Salt Lake City, UT 84116, 
801-539-1515 


2015: NOV 6 - 7, OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
Chair: Linda Wilkie 
402-493-3808 <lrwilkie@gmail.com> 


2016: Nov 4-5, Sedona, Arizona 
Chair: Michelle Snyder 


Headquarters: Hampton Inn, Sedona 


POSTMASTER: send change of address to 
Bulletin of the American Iris Society 
(ISSN 0747-4172) 

PO Box 177 

De Leon Springs, FL 32130 


Address Service Requested 


Periodicals postage paid De Leon 
Springs, FL and at additional offices 


